18.9.2020 Support for the
academic community in Belarus

CZ

My, niZze podepsani ¢lenové Akademického senatu Univerzity Karlovy, se citime povinovani vyjadfit svou podporu
studentim a akademikim v Bélorusku, ktefi dnes vedou stejny boj s totalitnim rezimem, nesou stejna rizika a haji
stejné hodnoty, jako Eeskoslovensti studenti v roce 1989. Jsme vSichni soucasti jediné akademické obce, a tak jako i
Gcastnici Sametové revoluce citili podporu kolegll po celém svété, ani Vy nestojite sami, a ti, ktefi Vas dnes zatykaji a
ktefi necti svobodu a nezavislost akademické obce a univerzit, nestoji jen proti Vam. Budeme usilovat o to, aby nasi
politici postupovali v¢i rezimu Alexandra LukaSenka v souladu s tradici nasi zemé a udélali vSe pro to, aby Bélorusko
dostalo stejnou $anci, jakou dostalo pred vic jak tficeti lety i Ceskoslovensko — svobodné& rozhodnout o své budoucnosti
v demokratickych volbach.

Vyzyvame v8echny ty, ktefi méli moznost svobodné studovat na €eskych univerzitach - a pfedevsim nase politiky —, aby
vyuzili v8echny dostupné cesty k pomoci Bélorusku na cesté k svobodnym volbam.
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We, the undersigned, members of Charles University’s Academic Senate, feel an overriding obligation to support
students and academics in Belarus facing the same fight against totalitarianism as students in Czechoslovakia did in
1989. We are all a part of the same academic community and the risks and values shared are the same. With one voice,
we express solidarity with those fighting for change in Belarus, saying “You are not alone.” More than 30 years ago
participants in the Velvet Revolution felt solidarity and backing from all around the world: you have our support now.

The actions of those who are arresting students and ignoring the independence of academia and freedom of universities
today are not being overlooked. We will make every effort to ensure our own politicians act according to long-held
democratic traditions in dealing with the regime of Alexander Lukashenko in order for Belarus to get the same chance
as we did after 1989: the chance to participate and to decide the future in free and democratic elections.

We thereby appeal to all those who had the opportunity to study at Czech universities, and above all our politicians, to
do their part in helping Belarus on that path.
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