Odbornik Univerzity Karlovy ziskal evropsky
prestizni grant, bude zkoumat vojenské aliance

English below

Praha / Brusel, 5. 9. 2024 — Univerzita Karlova a s ni i ceska véda ziskala dals$i velkou finanéni injekci pro svij vyzkum.
Michal Smetana z Fakulty socialnich véd UK ziskal grant Evropské vyzkumné rady (European Research Council— ERC)
a pro praci na svém projektu MICROCQODE, ktery bude zkoumat stabilitu vojenskych alianci, obdrZi vice nez milion eur.

»Ziskani tohoto grantu ERC je skvélou zpravou a budoucimu resiteli doc. Smetanovi a jeho tymu velmi gratuluji.
Projekt je ddlezity nejen tematicky, ale i symbolicky a motivacné pro dal$i védce a védkyné ve spolecenskych a
humanitnich védach. Po loriském uspéchu dr. Kuzmicové je to dalS§im dilkem skladacky. ,Ma to cenu“i ve spole¢enskych
a humanitnich védach a vérim, Ze se dalsi uspéchy budou dostavovat i v nasledujicich letech. Zaroveri se jedna o dalsi
uspésny projekt, ktery stavi na podpore univerzitniho programu PRIMUS, coz je pro univerzitni politiku také ddlezité,”
uvedl k uspéchu prorektor pro védeckou a tvaréi ¢innost Univerzity Karlovy Ladislav Kristoufek.

Docent Smetana, ktery je zaroven feditelem univerzitniho vyzkumného centra excelence Peace Research Center
Prague (PRCP) a vedoucim Experimental Lab for International Security Studies (ELISS) ziskal spolu se svym tymem
tzv. ERC Starting grant. Diky nému maze v projektu MICROCODE zkoumat, jak vefejné minéni ovliviiuje spojenecké
zavazky v ramci vojenskych alianci.



Docent Michal Smetana
foto: UK

»Vychazime z nejnovéjsich poznatk( v oblastech experimentalnich politickych véd, bezpeénostnich studiich a politické
psychologie. Tyto znalosti pak vyuzZivame pro tvorbu nového teoretického modelu, ktery propojuje zmény spolecenskych
nalad ve spojeneckych statech s rozhodovanim v nejvysSich patrech politiky,“ vysvétlil Michal Smetana a upozorfiuje
také na novinku v metodologii projektu. ,Projekt se primarné zaméruje na postoje vefejnosti v aliancnich statech a jejich
vliv na rozhodovani v oblasti kolektivni bezpecnosti. Vzhledem k ruské agresi na Ukrajiné, obav z ¢inského utoku na
Tchaj-wan a eskalace nasili na Blizkém vychodé je dnes otazka spojeneckych zavazki klicovym tématem mezinarodni
bezpecnosti. Diky prostfedkiim od ERC mame nyni moZnosti testovat naSe teoretické modely pomoci experimentalnich
metod na velkych vzorcich verejnosti a politickych elit napfic ¢lenskymi staty NATO,* dodal védec.

-Pro FSV UK predstavuje ziskani ERC Starting grantu potvrzeni stale se zvySujici kvality jejiho vyzkumu v naroéné
mezinarodni konkurenci. V&fim, Ze se tim oteviraji dvefe pro dalsi uspésné uchazece o tyto a dalsi prestizni granty.
Fakulta dlouhodobé usiluje o podporu Spi¢kovych vyzkumnych aktivit a jako dékana mé kazZdy takovy uspéch ohromné
té8i,"“ podtrhl dékan Fakulty socialnich véd UK Tomas Karasek.

Docent Michal Smetana je vyzkumny pracovnik a pedagog na Institutu mezinarodnich studii FSV UK, feditel
univerzitniho vyzkumného centra excelence Peace Research Center Prague (PRCP) a vedouci Experimental Lab
for International Security Studies (ELISS). Titul Ph.D. ziskal na Univerzité Karlové v oboru Mezinarodni vztahy a
habilitani zkousku sloZil na Masarykové univerzité v oboru Politické védy. Dfive byl rovnéz hostujicim vyzkumnikem
na Stanfordové univerzité v Kalifornii, Stockholmském institutu pro vyzkum miru (SIPRI) a Frankfurtském institutu pro
vyzkum miru (PRIF). Ve svém vyzkumu a vyuce se zabyva tématy propojujici bezpe¢nostni studia, mezinarodni vztahy
a politickou psychologii, s dlirazem na problematiku jadernych a chemickych zbrani, kontrolu zbrojeni a odzbrojeni,
Sifeni ZHN, teorii odstraSovani, mezinarodni normy a experimentalni metody. Je autorem nékolika odbornych knih a
fady ¢lankud ve $pickovych védeckych ¢asopisech.

Odkaz na webové stranky: https:/michalsmetana.academic.ws a profil na siti X (Twitter) https:/twitter.com/
MichalSmetana3 .
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Charles University expert receives prestigious European grant for
research on military alliances

Prague/Brussels, September 5, 2024 - Charles University, and with it Czech science, has received another large financial
injection for its research. Michal Smetana from the Faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University has been awarded
a grant from the European Research Council (ERC) of more than one million euros for his MICROCODE project, which
will study the stability of military alliances.

"Receiving this ERC grant is great news and the future researcher, Assoc. Smetana and his team are to be congratulated.
The project is not only important thematically, but also symbolically and motivational for other researchers in the social
sciences and humanities. After Dr. Kuzmi¢ova's success last year, this is another piece of the puzzle. "It's worth it" also
in the social sciences and humanities, and | believe there will be more successes in the coming years. At the same time,
this is another successful project that builds on the support of the university's PRIMUS program, which is also important
for university policy," said Ladislav Kristoufek, Vice Rector for Scientific and Creative Activities at Charles University.

Associate Professor Smetana, who is also the director of the university's research center of excellence Peace Research
Center Prague (PRCP) and the head of the Experimental Lab for International Security Studies (ELISS), received the
ERC Starting Grant together with his team. The MICROCODE project will allow him to investigate how public opinion
influences military alliances.

"We are drawing on the latest findings in experimental political science, security studies, and political psychology. We
then use this knowledge to develop a new theoretical model that links changes in public opinion in allied states to
decision-making at the highest political levels," explains Michal Smetana, who also points out a novelty in the project's
methodology. "The project focuses primarily on public attitudes in allied states and their influence on collective security
decision-making. With Russian aggression in Ukraine, fears of a Chinese attack on Taiwan, and escalating violence in
the Middle East, the question of alliance commitments is a key international security issue today. Thanks to the ERC
funding, we now have the opportunity to test our theoretical models using experimental methods on large samples of
the public and political elites in NATO member states," the researcher added.

"For FSV UK, winning the ERC Starting Grant is a confirmation of the ever-increasing quality of its research in a
challenging international competition. | believe it opens the door for other successful applicants for this and other
prestigious grants. The Faculty has been striving for a long time to support cutting-edge research activities, and as Dean
I am very pleased with every such success," emphasized Tomas Karasek, Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at
Charles University.

Associate Professor Michal Smetana is a researcher and lecturer at the Institute of International Studies of the Faculty
of Social Sciences of Charles University, Director of the University's Peace Research Center of Excellence (PRCP)
and Head of the Experimental Lab for International Security Studies (ELISS). He received his Ph.D. in International
Relations from Charles University and passed the habilitation exam at Masaryk University in Political Science. Previously,
he was also a visiting researcher at Stanford University in California, the Stockholm Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)
and the Frankfurt Peace Research Institute (PRIF). His research and teaching focus on topics linking security studies,
international relations and political psychology, with an emphasis on nuclear and chemical weapons, arms control and
disarmament, WMD proliferation, deterrence theory, international norms and experimental methods. He is the author of
several scholarly books and numerous articles in top scientific journals.

Website link: https://michalsmetana.academic.ws and X (Twitter) profile https://twitter.com/MichalSmetana3 .
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