Cestny doktorat pro profesora
a kardinala Kurta Kocha

English see below

Praha 8. 1. 2025 — Na Univerzité Karlové obdrzel profesor, kardinal, prefekt Dikasteria pro podporu jednoty kfestant
a emeritni basilejsky biskup Kurt Koch ¢estny doktorat teologickych véd za mimofadny pfinos v oblasti biblickych
studii, zejména historie a archeologie starovékého Izraele a Judska a za dlouhodobé iniciativni rozvijeni mezinarodni
a interdisciplinarni akademické spolupréce.

Cestny akademicky titul Doktor honoris causa Univerzita Karlova udéluje osobnostem, které se v mezinarodnim méfitku
vyznamné zaslouZily o rozvoj védy, kultury anebo se jinak zasadily o prospéch lidstva. Kardinél Koch svou osobnosti a
poslanim teologa ztélesruje vysoké idealy a zaméry univerzitniho snazeni v dnesni spole¢nosti.

Celé teologické dilo Kurta Kocha ma vyrazné ekumenicky charakter. Od poc¢atku své akademické kariéry byl v
teologickém svété zndm svou ekumenickou otevienosti a diky schopnosti trpélivé a pokorné naslouchat otevira dvere
vzajemnému porozuméni a feSeni otazek, které byly nékdy po staleti pfi¢inou nabozenskych sport. Zvlastni pozornost
si zaslouZi také Kochova prace v oblasti Zidovsko-kfestanského dialogu, pravé ten je podle n&j jadrem ekumenického
usili katolické cirkve o smifeni.

MozZnost zabyvat se teologii povazuje profesor Koch za ,velkou vysadu“, protoZe teologicka metodologie umozriuje
zkoumat prvni a posledni otazky tykajici se ¢lovéka a svéta. Timto zpusobem dochazi k zavéru, Ze svét bez Boha je
svétem bez budoucnosti.

Profesor Koch je autorem vice nez Sesti set publikaci, v€etné vice nez sedmdesati monografii. Jeho dilo bylo pfelozeno
do mnoha jazyku.

V roce 1982 byl Kurt Koch vysvécen na knéze, studia dokongil v Lucernu v roce 1987 doktorskou praci na téma ,Buh
déjin. Teologie dé&jin u Wolfharta Pannenberga jako paradigma filozofické teologie v ekumenické perspektivé“. Roku
1989 se stal profesorem dogmatiky, liturgiky a ekumenické teologie. Dne 6. prosince 1995 jej Jan Pavel Il. jmenoval
biskupem v nejvétsi Svycarské diecézi, v Basileji. V letech 1998 az 2006 zastaval biskup Koch funkci mistopfedsedy
Svycarské biskupské konference a v letech 2007 aZ 2009 plisobil jako jeji pfedseda. Dne 1. Servence 2010 jej papez
Benedikt XVI. jmenoval arcibiskupem a pfedsedou PapezZské rady pro jednotu kfestan( a v témze roce byl Kurt Koch

jmenovan kardinalem.



Ceska akademicka obec ocefiuje také Kochdv pfinos Seské teologii. Ve své vatikanské funkci je Koch oficialnim
partnerem Ceské biskupské konference, zejména jeji Rady pro ekumenismus a mezinabozensky dialog. Tato spoluprace
vytvafi ramec, v némz se péstuje ekumenicky oteviené teologické badani také na Katolické teologické fakulté,
Evangelické teologické fakulté a Husitské teologické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy.

Slavnostnimu udileni titulu doctor honoris causa predsedala rektorka Univerzity Karlovy, profesorka Milena Kralickova,
dékan KTF UK doc. ThLic. Jaroslav Broz, Th.D., S.S.L. a dal$i ¢elni predstavitelé Univerzity Karlovy a jejich fakult.
Tiskova zprava ke stazeni zde.
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HONORARY DOCTORATE FOR PROFESSOR AND CARDINAL KURT
KOCH

Prague, January 8, 2025 - Professor, Cardinal, Prefect of the Dicastery for the Promotion of Christian Unity and Bishop
Emeritus of Basel Kurt Koch has been awarded an honorary doctorate in theological sciences at Charles University for
his outstanding contribution to biblical studies, especially the history and archaeology of ancient Israel and Judah, and
for his long-term initiative in developing international and interdisciplinary academic cooperation.

The honorary academic title of doctor honoris causa is awarded by Charles University to personalities who have made
a significant international contribution to the development of science, culture or otherwise contributed to the benefit of
humanity. With his personality and his mission as a theologian, Cardinal Koch embodies the high ideals and intentions
of university endeavours in today's society.

The entire theological work of Kurt Koch has a distinctly ecumenical character. From the beginning of his academic
career, he has been known in the theological world for his ecumenical openness and, thanks to his ability to listen
patiently and humbly, he has opened the door to mutual understanding and the resolution of issues that have sometimes
been the cause of religious disputes for centuries. Koch's work in the area of Jewish-Christian dialogue is also worthy
of special attention, as he believes it is at the heart of the Catholic Church's ecumenical efforts at reconciliation.

Professor Koch considers the opportunity to engage in theology a "great privilege" because theological methodology
allows one to examine the first and last questions concerning man and the world. In this way, he concludes that a world
without God is a world without a future.

Professor Koch is the author of more than six hundred publications, including more than seventy monographs. His work
has been translated into many languages.

Ordained a priest in 1982, Kurt Koch completed his studies in Lucerne in 1987 with a doctoral thesis on "The God of
History. The Theology of History in Wolfhart Pannenberg as a Paradigm of Philosophical Theology in an Ecumenical
Perspective". In 1989 he became Professor of Dogmatics, Liturgics and Ecumenical Theology. On 6 December 1995,
John Paul Il appointed him bishop in the largest Swiss diocese, Basel. Bishop Koch served as Vice President of the
Swiss Bishops' Conference from 1998 to 2006 and as President from 2007 to 2009. On 1 July 2010, Pope Benedict
XVI appointed him Archbishop and President of the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, and in the same year Kurt
Koch was appointed Cardinal.

The Czech academic community also acknowledges Koch's contribution to Czech theology. In his Vatican post, Koch is
an official partner of the Czech Bishops' Conference, especially its Council for Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue.
This cooperation creates a framework in which ecumenically open theological research is also fostered at the Catholic
Faculty of Theology, the Evangelical Faculty of Theology and the Hussite Faculty of Theology at Charles University.

The awarding ceremony was presided over by the Rector of Charles University, Professor Milena Kralickova, the Dean
of the Faculty of Catholic Studies of Charles University doc. ThLic. Jaroslav Broz, Th.D., S.S.L. and other leading
representatives of Charles University and its faculties.
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