Safafikovy mapy zapsany do
seznamu Pameéti svéta UNESCO

English see below

Praha, 12. 5. 2025 - Ceské kulturni pamétky zaznamenaly vyznamny mezinarodni tspéch v podobé zapisu unikétnich
map slavisty Pavia Josefa Safafika. Sekretariat UNESCO obdrzel 122 Zadosti, z nichZ bylo pouze 74 doporuéeno k
zapisu. Mezi nimi se nachazela i zminéna ¢eska nominace, jeZ byla v dubnu 2025 zanesena do Mezinarodniho registru
Pameét svéta UNESCO. Prirodovédecka fakulta Univerzity Karlovy se tak muze pysnit jiz druhym zaznamem do tohoto
prestizniho mezinarodniho seznamu. V roce 2017 totiz uspéla s nominaci Camociovych map.

230. vyro&i narozeni slavisty a filologa Pavla Josefa Safafika (13. kvétna 1795 — 26. ¢ervna 1861) oslavi Mapova
sbirka PFirodové&deckeé fakulty Univerzity Karlovy zapisem jeho celoZivotniho kartografického dila do prestizniho rejstiiku
Pamét svéta UNESCO. Pavel Josef Safatik se narodil v Kobeliarové pod Tatrami, studoval v Jené&, pusobil jako feditel
pravoslavného gymnazia v srbském Novém Sadu. Roku 1833 se prestéhoval do Prahy, kde pusobil az do své smrti.
Odmitl lukrativni mista na evropskych univerzitach a zlstaval v Eeské metropoli, vérny svym obrozeneckym planim.
Zde pracoval mimo jiné jako cenzor Ceské beletrie a posléze jako Feditel prazské univerzitni knihovny. V roce 1848
na Slovanském sjezdu v Praze pronesl pamatnou fe€, v niz se dovolaval svobody pro slovanské narody v rakouské
monarchii. Jeho nejvyznamnéjsim dilem byly Slovanské staroZzitnosti (1837), v nichZz podrobné predestfel nejstarsi
déjiny Slovanlt do konce prvniho tisicileti. Projevil se jako znalec zemépisnych pramend a dosahl na pfedni misto
mezi evropskymi historickymi geografy. Dokazal, Ze Slované jsou vedle Rek(, Riman(i a German( spolutvirci evropské
kultury. Jeho dilo mu ziskalo velky véhlas a bylo pfelozeno do mnoha jazykd.

Vlastni mapovou sbirku zaéal Safafik vytvaret jiz pfi svém srbském pobytu. Na mapach jihoslovanskych regiont
Zjistii mnoho chyb, a proto se rozhodl, Ze sam vytvofi novou mapu Srbska. Pozdé&ji svlj umysl rozsifil na uzemi,
které obyvaly vSechny slovanské narody. Ty byly v dilech zapadnich evropskych autorli ¢asto zkreslovany nebo
vynechany. Kartograficky samouk se tak po dvaceti letech usilovné prace vypracoval v uznavaného specialistu. Na
zéakladé starych prament identifikoval nejstarsi slovanska toponyma a hydronyma a lokalizoval je na svych historickych
mapach. Ty bohuzel nebyly vydany tiskem a uchovaly se pouze v unikatnich rukopisech. Také jeho etnograficko-
lingvistické mapy jsou zastoupeny pfipravnymi koncepty. Jako pfiklad uvadime Ethnografickou mappu ke Slowanskym
starozitnostem (1839). O to slavnéjSi bylo o¢ekavané vydani mapy Slovansky zemévid (1842), ktera byla publikovana
spolu s vykladovou monografii nazvanou Slovansky narodopis. Zde byla poprvé uvedena toponyma i hydronyma v
mistnich slovanskych jazycich.

Soubor autografickych dokumentt Pavla Josefa Safafika, uloZeny v Mapové sbirce Prirodovédecké fakulty Univerzity
Karlovy v Praze, predstavuje 88 poloZek z obdobi let 1820-1851. Safafik byl otcem vznikajiciho védeckého oboru
etnografie a zakladatelem tematickych etnograficko-lingvistickych map, které zahrnovaly oblasti Evropy a Asie. Jeho
originalni technika kartografické tvorby ovlivnila védecké postupy i za hranicemi Evropy. Nékteré jeho rukopisné kopie
odkazuji na predlohy, které se jiz nedochovaly. Safafikiv celosvétovy pfinos spoéiva v unikatni vyzkumné metodé
srovnavaci lingvistiky, historie, geografie, kartografie a toponomastiky. Safatikovo dilo je vyjime&né dokonaly pfiklad
védecké formy emancipacniho Usili 19. stoleti. Nominovana sbirka obsahuje plvodni rukopisné mapy, tist€éné mapy s
rukopisnymi doplriky a kolorovanim i rukopisné texty. Diky tomu je kazdy dokument jedine¢ny a originalni a vyskytuje
se v pouhém jednom exemplafi.

Ceska republika ma na svém konté iz deset UspéSnych zapist do prestizniho rejstfiku UNESCO. Nyni mezi né pfibydou
i mapy P. J. Safafika.

? Odkaz na nové zapisy MoW UNESCO Ize nalézt na strankach UNESCO .

? Webova prezentace: Mapy Pavla Josefa Safafika Digitalizované mapy z této kolekce jsou volné pFistupné a je mozné
je svobodné uzit v kvalitnim rozliSeni v Digitalni knihovné Kramerius Univerzity Karlovy ¢iv Digitalni Mapové sbirce .
Jsou dostupné i na portalu Narodniho muzea v Praze eSbirky a na portalu evropské digitalni knihovny Europeana .

Tiskova zprava ke stazeni zde



https://natur.cuni.cz/geografie/katedry-a-pracoviste/mapova-sbirka
https://natur.cuni.cz/geografie/katedry-a-pracoviste/mapova-sbirka
https://www.unesco.org/en/memory-world/register2025?hub=1081
https://natur.cuni.cz/geografie/katedry-a-pracoviste/mapova-sbirka/unesco/sbirka-kartografickych-dokumentu-pavla-josefa-safarika
http://kramerius.cuni.cz/uk
http://www.mapovasbirka.cz/geonetwork
https://www.esbirky.cz/
https://www.europeana.eu/cs

Safafik's maps added to UNESCO Memory of the World
Register

Prague, May 12, 2025 — Czech cultural monuments have achieved significant international success with the inscription
of unique maps by Slavic scholar Pavel Josef Safafik. The UNESCO Secretariat received 122 applications, of which only
74 were recommended for inscription. Among them was the Czech nomination, which was entered into the UNESCO
Memory of the World Register in April 2025. The Faculty of Science of Charles University can now boast its second
entry in this prestigious international list. In 2017, it was successful with its nomination of Camocio's maps.

The 230th anniversary of the birth of Slavist and philologist Pavel Josef Safafik (May 13, 1795 — June 26, 1861)
will be celebrated by the Map Collection of the Faculty of Science of Charles University with the inclusion of his
life's cartographic work in the prestigious UNESCO Memory of the World Register. Pavel Josef Safafik was born in
Kobeliarovo pod Tatrami, studied in Jena, and worked as the director of an Orthodox high school in Novi Sad, Serbia.
In 1833, he moved to Prague, where he remained until his death. He turned down lucrative positions at European
universities and remained in the Czech capital, faithful to his plans for national revival. Among other things, he worked as
a censor of Czech fiction and later as director of the Prague University Library. In 1848, at the Slavic Congress in Prague,
he delivered a memorable speech in which he called for freedom for the Slavic peoples in the Austrian monarchy. His
most important work was Slovanské starozitnosti (Slavic Antiquities, 1837), in which he presented in detail the earliest
history of the Slavs until the end of the first millennium. He proved himself to be an expert on geographical sources
and achieved a leading position among European historical geographers. He demonstrated that the Slavs, alongside
the Greeks, Romans, and Germanic peoples, were co-creators of European culture. His work earned him great renown
and was translated into many languages.

Safafik began compiling his own map collection during his stay in Serbia. He found many errors on maps of the South
Slavic regions and therefore decided to create a new map of Serbia himself. He later expanded his intention to include
the territories inhabited by all Slavic peoples. These were often distorted or omitted in the works of Western European
authors. After twenty years of hard work, the self-taught cartographer became a recognized specialist. Based on old
sources, he identified the oldest Slavic toponyms and hydronyms and located them on his historical maps. Unfortunately,
these were never published and have been preserved only in unique manuscripts. His ethnographic and linguistic
maps are also represented by preliminary concepts. One example is the Ethnographic Map of Slavic Antiquities (1839).
The anticipated publication of the map Slovansky zemévid (1842), which was published together with an explanatory
monograph entitled Slovansky narodopis (Slavic Ethnography), was all the more famous. This was the first time that
toponyms and hydronyms were listed in the local Slavic languages.

The collection of autographic documents by Pavel Josef Safafik, stored in the Map Collection of the Faculty of Science
of Charles University in Prague, consists of 88 items from the period 1820—1851. Safafik was the father of the emerging
scientific field of ethnography and the founder of thematic ethnographic-linguistic maps covering areas of Europe and
Asia. His original cartographic technique influenced scientific practices even beyond the borders of Europe. Some of
his handwritten copies refer to originals that have not been preserved. Safafik's global contribution lies in his unique
research method combining comparative linguistics, history, geography, cartography, and toponymy. Safafik's work is
an exceptionally perfect example of the scientific form of 19th-century emancipation efforts. The nominated collection
contains original handwritten maps, printed maps with handwritten additions and colouring, and handwritten texts. This
makes each document unique and original, with only one copy in existence.

The Czech Republic already has ten successful entries in the prestigious UNESCO register. Now, the maps of P. J.
Safafik will be added to this list.
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