Vice financi pro védu v Cesku: Na
Univerzité Karlové probéhl Narodni
informaéni den k ERC grantim

English see below

Praha 21. listopadu 2025 — Ve stfedu 19. listopadu se v Karolinu uskutecnil Narodni informacni den o grantech ERC.
Jeho cilem bylo pfiblizit Ceské védecké komunité poslani Evropské vyzkumné rady (ERC), organizujici nejprestiznéjsi
evropské individualni grantové soutéZe na podporu 3$pickového vyzkumu. Akce byla urCena zejména zajemcim o
nadchazejici vyzvy ERC, zastupcim vedeni ¢eskych univerzit a vyzkumnych organizaci a také pracovnikum projektové

podpory.

Mezi fecniky vystoupil koordinator Expertni skupiny na podporu Zadateld o ERC granty, byvaly ¢len a predseda
hodnoticiho panelu Zdenék Strakos, dvojnasobny drzitel ERC Advanced grantu, ¢len a prfedseda hodnoticich paneld
Tomas Jungwirth, NCP pro ERC Ludmila Tysja¢na a drzitel ERC Starting a Advanced grantu a ¢len hodnoticiho panelu
Pavel Tomancak.

Vyjime€nym bodem programu bylo online vystoupeni prezidentky ERC Marie Leptin. Ta se zaméfila na vysvétleni
zmén v podavani ERC grantli a nasledném hodnoticim procesu, ktery také vychazi vstfic zadatelim v méné uspésnych
zemich. Tyto zmény jim davaji moznost Iépe popsat jejich dosavadni profesionalni cestu a riznorodé dosazené vysledky.
Diraz je ¢im dal vice kladen na védeckou ambici a kreativitu projektu. Maria Leptin dale zminila pfipravovany super
grant ERC Plus, ktery je ur€en pro zcela vyjimecné projekty, které neni mozné prostfednictvim stavajicich schémat
realizovat. ERC Plus grant poskytne finance az do vySe 7 mil. EUR na 7 let. V ramci daného schématu bude podpofeno
pouze 30 projektl (pro srovnani: v ostatnich schématech ERC — Starting, Consolidator, Advanced a Synergy — byva
dohromady podporeno pres tisic zadosti).

Nasledujici panelova diskuze, ktera byla moderovana Pavlem Toman&akem, se vénovala pfipravenosti ¢eského
vyzkumného prostfedi, institucionalni podpofe a potfebnym systémovym zménam. Kromé& mnoha dalSich podnétnych
postfeh( byla zdUraznéna nutnost vytvoreni pfejiciho a motivujiciho prostfedi na institucich, véetné zajisténi potfebné
profesionalni projektové podpory.

~Abychom uspéli v mezinarodni konkurenci, musi byt nasSi védci a védkyné nejen zapojeni do spoluprace, ale musi ji
na $pickové svétové urovni také vést, coZ plati v piné mife pro ziskané ERC granty. Ceké nés nelehké obdobi i ve
financovani védy v Cesku. Spoleéné bychom o to vic méli usilovat o granty ERC. Pom(iZe to talentovanym védctim
a védkynim plsobicim v na8i zemi dozrat ve vedouci osobnosti, které pro budoucnost velmi potfebujeme. Jsme
mala zemé. Abychom mohli piné vyuzit svij potencial ve vyzvach ERC, nesmi mit pfi podpore Zadateli Zadné misto
uzavrenost, rivalita mezi institucemi a jednotlivci. Imperativem musi byt bezpodmineéna vzajemna podpora a pomoc,”
uved| Zdenék Strakos.

Akci spolupofadalo Technologické centrum Praha, Expertni skupina na podporu Zadatell o ERC a Univerzita Karlova.
Expertni skupina dlouhodobé podporuje védce a védkyné v Cesku pfi pfipravé zadosti, organizuje sérii workshop i
specializovanych setkani.

Vyznamnou soucasti podpory Spickové védy je také narodni program ERC-CZ , financovany Ministerstvem Skolstvi,
mladeze a télovychovy. Program je uren zadateltim, jejichZ projekty byly v ramci soutéze ERC velmi kladné hodnoceny,
ale na jejich financovani nezbyly v dané vyzveé finanéni prostfedky.

Tiskova zprava ke stazeni ZDE

More funding for science in Czechia: Charles University
hosts National Information Day on ERC grants

Prague, November 21, 2025 — On Wednesday, November 19, Charles University hosted the National Information Day on
ERC grants. Its aim was to familiarize the Czech scientific community with the mission of the European Research Council
(ERC), which organizes the most prestigious European individual grant competitions to support cutting-edge research.


https://www.horizontevropa.cz/cs/struktura-programu-he/excelentni-veda/evropska-rada-pro-vyzkum/expertni-skupina-erc/informace/yiifnews/2383/registrace-na-pripravne-workshopy-pro-zadatele...
https://msmt.gov.cz/vyzkum-a-vyvoj-2/erc-cz
UK-15325-version1-tz_uk_narodni_informacni_den_fin.docx

The event was intended primarily for those interested in upcoming ERC calls, representatives of the management of
Czech universities and research organizations, and project support staff.

Speakers included the coordinator of the Expert Group for the Support of ERC Grant Applicants, former member and
chair of the evaluation panel Zdenék Strakos$, two-time ERC Advanced Grant holder, member and chair of evaluation
panels Tomas Jungwirth, NCP for ERC Ludmila Tysja¢na, and ERC Starting and Advanced Grant holder and evaluation
panel member Pavel Tomangak.

A special highlight of the program was the online appearance of ERC President Marie Leptin. She focused on explaining
the changes in ERC grant applications and the subsequent evaluation process, which also accommodates applicants
from less successful countries. These changes give them the opportunity to better describe their professional career
to date and the diverse results they have achieved. Increasing emphasis is being placed on the scientific ambition and
creativity of the project. Maria Leptin also mentioned the upcoming ERC Plus super grant, which is intended for truly
exceptional projects that cannot be implemented through existing schemes. The ERC Plus grant will provide funding of
up to €7 million over seven years. Only 30 projects will be supported under this scheme (by comparison, the other ERC
schemes — Starting, Consolidator, Advanced, and Synergy — support a total of over a thousand applications).

The subsequent panel discussion, moderated by Pavel Tomanc¢ak, focused on the readiness of the Czech research
environment, institutional support, and necessary systemic changes. Among many other insightful comments, the need
to create a supportive and motivating environment at institutions, including the provision of necessary professional
project support, was emphasized.

“In order to succeed in international competition, our scientists must not only be involved in cooperation, but must also
lead it at the highest global level, which applies in full to the ERC grants obtained. We are facing a difficult period in terms
of science funding in Czechia. Together, we should strive even more for ERC grants. This will help talented scientists
working in our country to mature into the leading figures we so badly need for the future. We are a small country. In order
to fully exploit our potential in ERC calls, there must be no room for closed-mindedness or rivalry between institutions
and individuals when supporting applicants. Unconditional mutual support and assistance must be imperative,” said
Zdenék Strakos.

The event was co-organized by the Technology Center Prague, the Expert Group for the Support of ERC Applicants, and
Charles University. The Expert Group has long supported scientists in Czechia in preparing applications and organizes
a series of workshops and specialized meetings.

An important part of supporting cutting-edge science is also the national ERC-CZ program, funded by the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports. The program is intended for applicants whose projects were very positively evaluated in
the ERC competition, but for which there were no funds left in the given call.



