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Novy rektor Univerzity Karlovy Jifi
Zima byl slavnostné inaugurovan

English see below

Praha, 11. bfezna 2026 — Za uéasti predsedy Senatu PCR, ministra $kolstvi a dal$ich vyznamnych hostti probéhla
dnes ve Velké aule Karolina slavnostni inaugurace nového rektora Univerzity Karlovy. Tim se od 1. inora 2026
stal prof. Jifi Zima. Ve funkci vystFidal prof. Milenu Kralickovou, ktera vedla Univerzitu Karlovu od unora 2022.

Odstupujici rektorka UK Milena Kralickova podala zavéreénou zpravu za své ctyfleté plsobeni v ¢ele univerzity. V
bilanénim projevu hovofila napfiklad o rozvoji univerzity, navyseni financi, podpofe wellbeingu studujicich i zaméstnancu
a pfipomnéla vyznam spole¢né prace ve prospéch Univerzity Karlovy.

»,Rada bych na tomto misté vyjadfila své upfimné podékovani vdem akademickym i neakademickym pracovnikim.
Univerzita stoji na jejich kazdodenni praci, na jejich profesionalité a nad$eni. Univerzita je organismus, jemuz se dari
dobre tehdy, pokud jsou funkcni vSechny jeho trovné — pokud jsou mechanismy nastaveny zdravé na trovni pracovist,
fakult i celé univerzity a pracuji spolu. Péstujme proto nadale porozuméni, nikoliv rozkol a stavme mosty — dobra vile
je energii a motorem pro rozvoj a prosperitu,“ uvedla profesorka Kralickova.

Nasledné se ujal slova pfedseda Akademického senatu UK Josef StaSa, ktery oficialné predstavil nového rektora a kratce
organu univerzity. Své blahopfani ke zvoleni do funkce pfipojil ministr Skolstvi, mladeze a télovychovy Robert Plaga,
ktery mimo jiné fekl: ,Mym zévazkem je prispét k posunuti ¢eského vysokého Skolstvi tvorbou nového vysokoskolského
zakona, ve kterém budou jasné rozdéleny role a zodpovédnosti jednotlivych aktérd. Mohu vas ubezpedit, Ze se nebude
jednat o zasah do autonomie vysokych $kol, ale o to, abyste skutecné byli schopni efektivné univerzity fidit a napinit
potencial, ktery je v jejich lidskych zdrojich.”

Poté Jifi Zima pfevzal od své predchlidkyné Mileny Kralickové odznaky Ufadu a symboly prav a povinnosti — pecetidlo,
kli¢, rektorsky prsten a zlatou medaili na fetézu, ktera je vyrazem dlstojnosti nejvy$Siho akademického Ufadu UK — a
slozil slib. Milené Kralickové pfedal historickou pamétni medaili za zasluhy o rozvoj UK a Sifeni jejiho dobrého jména
doma i ve svété.

Na zaveér novy rektor Jifi Zima navazal svym inauguracnim projevem na tradici profesnich prednasek, v niz pfitomnym
predstavil svou védeckou specializaci — analytickou chemii a zduraznil dulezitost a pfinos pfirodnich véd: ,Chemie
si prosla trnitou cestou od nahodnych objevu, alchymie az k systemizaci tfeba periodickou tabulkou prvku. Ta dala
chemii systém a logiku, relativné pevny fad, ale jisté ne omezeni, ktera by branila dal§im dulezitym objevim, jeZz nas
dostaly az do dnesnich dnu, kdy synergie pfirodnich véd umoznila rychle ¢ist genom nejenom dnesnich lidi, ale tfeba i
prehistorickych pfedkd, zvirat a rostlin.“Sou¢asné neopomnél vyzdvihnout vyznam zahrani¢ni spoluprace: ,Mezinarodni
spolupraci a studijni pobyty na renomovanych zahranic¢nich pracovistich povaZuji za obrovsky duleZitou soucast prace
akademika na jakékoliv univerzité. Bez zahranicnich zkuSenosti se ¢lovék snadno uzavre do viastniho okruhu, pfestava
se rozvijet, méné zkousi nové cesty a postupné ztraci schopnost byt skutec¢nym prinosem pro své okoli. Na zavér dodal:
.Mou vizi je univerzita sebevédoma, klidna a respektovana doma i ve svété. Chci, aby se zde pracovalo a studovalo v
prostredi, které je narocné, ale férové, oteviené a duveryhodné.”Rektor Zima rovnéz podékoval vSem, ktefi mu doposud
pomahali a podporovali ho jak v profesnim, tak v osobnim Zzivoté.
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- zaloZena v roce 1348

- 17 fakult (14 v Praze, 2 v Hradci Kralové a 1 v Plzni)

- 9 200 zaméstnankyr a zameéstnancl

- 54 000 studentek a studentu

- 9 000 absolventek a absolventl roéné

- 34 000 ucastnic a Ucastnikd kurzu celozivotniho vzdélavani roéné
- 92. misto v zebFicku QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026

Jifi Zima, the new rector of Charles University, was officially
inaugurated

Prague, March 11, 2026 — With the participation of the President of the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech
Republic, the Minister of Education, and other distinguished guests, the official inauguration of the new rector
of Charles University took place today in the Great Hall of Karolinum. Prof. Jifi Zima took office on February 1,
2026, succeeding Prof. Milena Kralickova, who had led Charles University since February 2022.

Outgoing Charles University Rector Milena Kralickova presented her final report on her four years at the helm of the
university. In her summary speech, she spoke, for example, about the development of the university, increased funding,
support for the well-being of students and employees, and recalled the importance of working together for the benefit
of Charles University.

"I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to all academic and non-academic staff. The university
relies on their daily work, their professionalism, and their enthusiasm. The university is an organism that thrives when
all its levels are functioning—when the mechanisms are set up healthily at the workplace, faculty, and university levels
and work together. Let us therefore continue to cultivate understanding, not division, and build bridges — gooawill is the
energy and engine for development and prosperity,” said Professor Kralickova.

Josef Stasa, Chairman of the Academic Senate of Charles University, then took the floor to officially introduce the new
rector and briefly describe the election process itself as one of the most important powers of the Senate, the university's
self-governing representative body. Robert Plaga, Minister of Education, Youth, and Sports, added his congratulations
on the election, saying, among other things: "My commitment is to contribute to the advancement of Czech higher
education by creating a new higher education law that clearly defines the roles and responsibilities of the various actors.
I can assure you that this will not interfere with the autonomy of universities, but will enable you to effectively manage
universities and fulfill the potential of their human resources."

Jifi Zima then took over the insignia of office and symbols of rights and duties from his predecessor Milena Kralickova —
the seal, key, rector's ring, and gold medal on a chain, which is an expression of the dignity of the highest academic office
at Charles University — and took the oath of office. He presented Milena Krali¢kova with a historic commemorative medal
for her contribution to the development of Charles University and the promotion of its good name at home and abroad.

In conclusion, the new rector, Jifi Zima, continued the tradition of professional lectures in his inaugural speech, in which
he introduced his scientific specialization — analytical chemistry — to those present and emphasized the importance and
contribution of the natural sciences: "Chemistry has gone through a thorny path from random discoveries and alchemy
to systematization, for example, with the periodic table of elements. This gave chemistry a system and logic, a relatively
fixed order, but certainly not limitations that would prevent further important discoveries that have brought us to where
we are today, when the synergy of the natural sciences has made it possible to quickly read the genome not only of
today's humans, but also of prehistoric ancestors, animals, and plants." At the same time, he did not forget to emphasize
the importance of international cooperation: "I consider international cooperation and study stays at renowned foreign
institutions to be an extremely important part of the work of an academic at any university. Without foreign experience,
people easily close themselves off in their own circle, cease to develop, try new paths less often, and gradually lose the
ability to be a real asset to their surroundings. In conclusion, he added: "My vision is a university that is self-confident,
calm, and respected both at home and abroad. | want people to work and study here in an environment that is demanding
but fair, open, and trustworthy." Rector Zima also thanked everyone who has helped and supported him so far, both in
his professional and personal life.

Further information and the CV of Rector Jifi Zima can be found HERE

A recording of the inauguration ceremony can be found HERE
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