Univerzita Karlova slavila 678. vyroci
svého zalozeni s udilenim prestiznich cen

English see below
Praha 7. dubna 2026 — PFi pfilezitosti oslav 678. vyroci zalozeni Univerzity Karlovy byla v Karolinu udélena
tradiéni ocenéni: Cena Miroslava Petruska za prezentaci a propagaci a Cena BedFicha Hrozného za tvir¢i pocin.

Ve Velké aule starobylého Karolina prednesli projevy profesor Jifi Zima, rektor Univerzity Karlovy (UK), a profesor Jan
Konvalinka, feditel Ustavu organické chemie a biochemie Akademie véd (UOCHB AV CR), jenz v letech 2014 az 2022
na UK zastaval post prorektora pro védu a vyzkum.

Pfi svém vystoupeni rektor Jifi Zima pfipomnél pocatky ,své” univerzity i jeji aktualni pozici nejlepsi Ceské vysoké skoly
v mezinarodnich srovnanich. Zminil téz vyzvy, které pfed Univerzitou Karlovou stoji. ,Budoucnosti se nesmime bat,
ale musime tvrdé pracovat na tom, aby naSe univerzita byla stale tou zadanou, uspés$nou, statecnou, mezinarodné
rozkro¢enou, spolehlivou Skolou pinici vyborné zadani, ktera dostala pfi svém vzniku: produkovat vzdélance, védce a
ucitele pro soucasné a dal$i generace a slouzit verejnosti,“ fekl mimo jiné profesor Jifi Zima.

| z diivodtl odvéké provazanosti Univerzity Karlovy a Akademie vé&d CR — fada univerzitnich absolvent( pfichazi za
kariérou pravé na néktery z tamnich vice nez 50 védeckych Ustavl — promluvil v Karolinu ke shromazdéni i profesor
Jan Konvalinka, feditel UOCHB AV CR a téz ¢len Védecké rady UK.

,Nasi Almae matri bych do dal$ich 678 let rad popiél sebevédomi a odvahu. Nase univerzita je star$i nez Ceskéa
republika, starsi ne? Ceskoslovensko, dokonce star$i nez Rakousko-Uhersko. VIady, rezimy i statni zfizeni pfichazeji a
odchazeji, ale Univerzita Karlova zistava. Zazili jsme uz i horsi ¢asy, a zvladli jsme je. Dobra zprava je, Ze hodné zalezZi
na nas. VSechno dobre dopadne,” popfal univerzité profesor Jan Konvalinka.

Univerzita Karlova i letos prostfednictvim obou vyhlasovanych cen (udélovanych od roku 2013) tradi€né ocenila
vyjime€nou praci, vyrazné osobnosti a vyznamné pociny, jez v uplynulém roce pfispély k pozitivnimu zviditelnéni
univerzity a jejimu dobrému jménu.

Cenu Miroslava Petruska (puvodné Cena za prezentaci) za podporu tfeti role univerzity — jeji pfimé spolecenské
plsobeni — obdrzeli:
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? Martin Rybar, Ph.D., Vojtéch Pleskot, Ph.D. a Daniel Scheirich, Ph.D. (MFF UK) za pravidelnou organizaci
programu The Big Bang Stage popularizujiciho fyziku a pfirodni védy na hudebnim festivalu Colours of Ostrava

? Hokejovy tym Univerzity Karlovy UK Kings (FTVS UK) za sportovni reprezentaci UK

? doc. MUDr. Iva Holmerova, Ph.D. (FHS UK) za implementaci védeckych poznatkl a pedagogické ¢innosti do praxe
a za jeji plsobeni ve vefejném prostoru, které ma zasadni vliv na zménu paradigmatu a pfistupu k seniorim

? Cestné uznani: Oddéleni propagace a vnéjsich vztaht (LF HK UK) pod vedenim Mgr. Radky Tobolkové za realizaci
akce Ve zdravém Hradci zdravy duch

Pozn.: Profesor Miroslav Petrusek (1936-2012) byl vyznamny sociolog, dékan a vyucujici na FHS UK a emeritni prorektor
UK.

Cenu Bedricha Hrozného (piivodné Cena rektora) za vyznamny a originalni tvirci po€in obdrzeli:

? doc. MUDr. Tomas Uher, Ph.D. (1. LF UK) za monografii Mimics and Red Flags of Multiple Sclerosis

? doc. PhDr. Hana Kubatova, Ph.D. (FSV UK) za publikace Christian Nationalism, Nation-Building, and the Making
of the Holocaust in Slovakia

? prof. RNDr. Ivan Cepicka, Ph.D. a Mgr. Marek Valt (PfF UK) za mimoradny objev, ktery zasadné obohacuje sou¢asné
poznani evoluce eukaryotickych organismi

? doc. Mgr. Tomas Petri¢ek, Ph.D. (MFF UK) za monografii Cultures of Programming

? Cestné uznani: doc. Jakub Jirsa, Ph.D. (FF UK) za monografii The Function Argument in Aristotle’s Ethics

Pozn.: Profesor Bedrfich Hrozny (1879-1952) byl ¢esky klinopisec a orientalista, historik, archeolog, pedagog na FF UK
a rektor UK.
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Univerzita Karlova

- zaloZzena v roce 1348

- 17 fakult (14 v Praze, 2 v Hradci Kralové a 1 v Plzni)

- 9 200 zaméstnankyr a zaméstnancl

- 54 000 studentek a studentu

- 9 000 absolventek a absolventd roéné

- 34 000 ucastnic a ucastnikl kurzt celozivotniho vzdélavani roéné
- 92. misto v zebficku QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026

Charles University celebrated the 678th anniversary of its
founding with the presentation of prestigious awards

Prague, April 7, 2026 — On the occasion of the 678th anniversary of the founding of Charles University, the
traditional awards were presented at Karolinum: The Miroslav Petrusek Award for presentation and promotion
and The Bedfich Hrozny Award for creative achievement.

In the Great Hall of the historic Karolinum, speeches were delivered by Professor Jifi Zima, Rector of Charles University
(UK), and Professor Jan Konvalinka, Director of the Institute of Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry of the Czech
Academy of Sciences (UOCHB AV CR), who served as Vice-Rector for Science and Research at Charles University
from 2014 to 2022.

In his speech, Rector Jifi Zima recalled the early days of “his” university and its current standing as the top Czech
university in international rankings. He also mentioned the challenges facing Charles University. “We must not fear
the future, but we must work hard to ensure that our university remains the sought-after, successful, courageous,
internationally oriented, and reliable institution that excellently fulfills the mission it was given at its founding: to produce
scholars, scientists, and teachers for current and future generations and to serve the public,” said Professor Jifi Zima,
among other things.
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Given the longstanding ties between Charles University and the Czech Academy of Sciences—many university
graduates pursue careers at one of the Academy’s more than 50 research institutes—Professor Jan Konvalinka, Director
of the Institute of Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry of the Czech Academy of Sciences, also addressed the gathering
at Karolinum.

“I would like to wish our Alma Mater self-confidence and courage for the next 678 years. Our university is older than the
Czech Republic, older than Czechoslovakia, and even older than the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Governments, regimes,
and political systems come and go, but Charles University remains. We have weathered worse times before, and we have
overcome them. The good news is that much depends on us. Everything will turn out well,” Professor Jan Konvalinka
wished the university.

This year, Charles University once again honored exceptional work, prominent figures, and significant achievements
that contributed to the university’s positive visibility and its good reputation over the past year through the two awards
it has presented annually since 2013.

The Miroslav Petrusek Award (formerly the Presentation Award) for supporting the university’s third role—its direct
social impact—was presented to:

? Martin Rybaf, Ph.D., Vojtéch Pleskot, Ph.D., and Daniel Scheirich, Ph.D. (Faculty of Mathematics and Physics,
CU) for regularly organizing The Big Bang Stage program, which popularizes physics and the natural sciences at the
Colours of Ostrava music festival

? The Charles University hockey team UK Kings (Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, CU) for representing
Charles University in sports

? Assoc. Prof. Ilva Holmerova, M.D., Ph.D. (Faculty of Humanities, CU) for applying scientific knowledge and
pedagogical activities in practice and for her work in the public sphere, which has a fundamental impact on changing
the paradigm and approach toward seniors

? Honorable Mention: Department of Public Relations and External Relations (LF HK UK) under the leadership of
Mgr. Radka Tobolkova for organizing the event A Healthy Mind in a Healthy Hradec

Note: Professor Miroslav Petrusek (1936—-2012) was a prominent sociologist, dean and faculty member at FHS UK, and
vice-rector emeritus of Charles University.

The Bedrich Hrozny Award (formerly the Rector’s Award) for significant and original creative work was presented to:

? Assoc. Prof. MUDr. Tomas Uher, Ph.D. (First Faculty of Medicine, CU) for the monograph Mimics and Red Flags
of Multiple Sclerosis

? Assoc. Prof. PhDr. Hana Kubatova, Ph.D. (Faculty of Social Sciences, CU) for the publication Christian Nationalism,
Nation-Building, and the Making of the Holocaust in Slovakia

? Prof. RNDr. Ivan Cepié¢ka, Ph.D., and Mgr. Marek Valt (Faculty of Science, CU) for an extraordinary discovery that
significantly enriches current understanding of the evolution of eukaryotic organisms

? Assoc. Prof. Mgr. Tomas Petricek, Ph.D. (Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, CU) for the monograph Cultures
of Programming

? Honorable Mention: Assoc. Prof. Jakub Jirsa, Ph.D. (Faculty of Arts, CU) for the monograph The Function Argument
in Aristotle’s Ethics

Note: Professor Bedfich Hrozny (1879-1952) was a Czech cuneiform scholar and orientalist, historian, archaeologist,
professor at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University, and rector of Charles University.



