Nové centrum na FF UK propoji
vyzkum globalnich regionu a
posili mezinarodni spolupraci

English see below

Praha, 13. kvétna 2026 — Konflikty, krize a spolecenské promény v mimoevropskych regionech dnes zasadné
ovliviiuji i evropsky prostor. Porozuméni témto procestim proto vyzaduje propojeni riznych obort i mezinarodni
perspektivu. Pravé na tento typ vyzkumu se zaméfi nové Centrum pro multidisciplinarni arealova studia (Center
for Multidisciplinary Area Studies, CenMAS), které vznika na Filozofické fakulté Univerzity Karlovy.

CenMAS propoji vyzkum napfi¢ humanitnimi a spole¢enskovédnimi obory a vytvofi platformu pro studium konflikt(, krizi
a transformaci v regionech, kam tradi¢éné smeéfovala pozornost Filozofické fakulty: Asie, Blizky vychod, Latinska Amerika,
vychodni Evropa a Afrika. Zaroven posili mezinarodni rozmér vyzkumu na fakulté a jeji zapojeni do akademickych siti.

»Vznik CenMAS predstavuje ddleZity krok pro rozvoj arealovych studii na FF UK. Nejde jen o organizacni zménu, ale
o promySleny posun smérem k silnéjsi spolupraci mezi obory a systematickému rozvoji vyzkumu. Chceme vytvaret
prostredi, které dokazZe propojovat mezinarodni odborniky s fakultnimi badateli pro dlouhodobou spolupraci a tim rozvijet
potencial naSich stavajicich pracovist,” fika dékanka FF UK Eva Leheckova.

Vznik centra je soucasti SirSich strategickych zmén, kterymi Filozoficka fakulta UK reaguje na proménujici se podobu
soucasného svéta i vyzkumného prostfedi. Nova struktura navazuje na dlouhodobé silnou tradici arealovych studii na
fakulté, zaroven ji ale rozSifuje o systematické zapojeni spoleCenskovédnich pfistupl a dliraz na komparativni vyzkum
napfic regiony.

Souc€asné mezistatni a vnitrostatni konflikty ve v8ech mimoevropskych regionech a ve vychodni Evropé&, rostouci
vnitropoliticka nestabilita a polarizace, zesileni identitarnich spor(i, meziinstitucionalnich stfetd, navraty vojenskych viad
¢i dramatické promény velmocenskych strategii, to vSe jsou témata, jez bude v CenMAS feSit jak nova badatelska
skupina, tak stavajici badatelky a badatelé z FF UK.

»,CenMAS chceme budovat jako otevienou platformu, ktera propoji badatele napri¢ fakultou i mimo ni. Kliova je pro nas
schopnost kombinovat porozuméni jednotlivym regionim s Sirsimi komparativnimi perspektivami. Pravé tento pristup
nam umozni lépe porozumét dynamice soucasnych konfliktd, krizi a transformaci ve svété. Zaroveri chceme rozvijet
prostredi, které bude dlouhodobé podporovat vznik kvalitnich vyzkumnych projektti a mezinarodni spoluprace,” uvadi
vedouci centra Radek Buben.

Vyznamnou soucasti CenMAS je noveé vznikajici mezinarodni vyzkumna skupina, ktera pfivede na fakultu specialisty
na rdzné globalni regiony a posili jeji zapojeni do vyzkumnych siti.

,Nasim cilem je vybudovat vyzkumné prostredi, které bude odpovidat mezinarodnim standardim a bude schopné
pfitahovat Spickové védce. Chceme rozvijet ambiciézni vyzkumné projekty, posilovat mezinarodni spolupraci a pfinaset
nové perspektivy do studia globalnich regiont. CenMAS vnimame jako prostor, kde se mohou potkavat rizné vyzkumné
tradice a pfistupy a kde vzniké skutecné mezinarodni akademické prostredi,” fika Mahmoud Farag, vedouci nové
CenMAS Research Group, ktery se specializuje na vyzkum politiky v blizkovychodnim a komparativhim kontextu.
Konkrétné se zajima o témata, jako jsou Ustup demokracie, moznosti odporu proti nastupu autokracie nebo politicka
reprezentace a polarizace.

Vznik centra je Uzce spojen s realizaci projektu ERA Chair in Multidisciplinary Area Studies (ERA-AREAS), ktery je
financovan z programu Horizon Europe v ramci schématu ERA Chair. Projekt poskytuje finanéni i institucionalni podporu
pro rozvoj novych vyzkumnych struktur.

~Projekt ERA-AREAS umozriuje Filozofické fakulté UK uskutecriovat zmény, které by jinak byly jen obtizné dosazitelné.
Prind8i nejen financni prostredky pro projektovou, védeckou a administrativni ¢innost, ale i inspiraci a zkuSenosti
ze zahraniCi, které pomahaji propojovat nase vyzkumniky s mezinarodnim prostfedim. V tomto smyslu je dulezitym
nastrojem pro naplriovani fakultnich cilti pro arealova studia, “ doplfiuje Karel Kouba, koordinator projektu ERA-AREAS.

Centrum vznika transformaci dosavadniho Stfediska ibero-americkych studii a zaroven integruje aktivity Centra
strategickych regiond. Nova organizaéni struktura umozni I1épe propojit vyzkum, vyuku i projektovou €innost a vytvofit
stabilni zazemi pro dal$i rozvoj arealovych studii v 8ir§im, mezioborovém kontextu.



Oficialni predstaveni centra CenMAS probéhlo 6. kvétna 2026 ve Vlasteneckém sale Karolina za ucasti zastupcl
akademické obce i zahrani¢nich partner(.

Vice o CenMAS najdete na webu .
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New center at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University
will connect research on global regions and strengthen
international collaboration

Prague, May 13, 2026 — Conflicts, crises, and social transformations in regions outside Europe are now
significantly shaping developments within Europe itself. To better understand these processes, we need
to integrate multiple disciplines and an international perspective. This is the focus of the new Center for
Multidisciplinary Area Studies (CenMAS), which is being established at CU Arts.

CenMAS will connect research across the humanities and social sciences and create a platform to study conflicts, crises,
and transformations in regions that have traditionally been the focus of CU Arts: Asia, the Middle East, Latin America,
Eastern Europe, and Africa. At the same time, it will broaden the international dimension of the research at the faculty
and its involvement in academic networks.

“The establishment of CenMAS represents an important step in the development of area studies at the Faculty of
Arts. It is not only an organizational change, but a deliberate shift toward a stronger interdisciplinary collaboration and
systematic development of research. We aim to create an environment that will help maximize the potential of our existing
departments and connect international experts with faculty researchers for long-term cooperation,” says the Dean of
CU Arts, Eva Leheckova.

Establishing the center is a part of the broader strategic changes through which CU Arts responds to the changing
nature of today’s world and research environment. The new structure builds on the faculty’s long-standing strength in
area studies and at the same time integrates social science approaches and the emphasis on comparative research
across regions.

Current interstate and intrastate conflicts across regions outside Europe as well as in Eastern Europe, growing domestic
instability, polarization, intensified identity-based disputes, inter-institutional tensions, the return of military governments,
and major shifts in great power strategies are among the key topics that will be addressed at CenMAS by both a new
research group and existing researchers from CU Arts.

“We aim to build CenMAS as an open platform that connects researchers across the faculty and beyond. A key priority is
the ability to combine in-depth knowledge of individual regions with broader comparative perspectives. This approach will
allow us to better understand the dynamics of current conflicts, crises, and transformations worldwide. At the same time,
we want to develop an environment that will provide long-term support for high-quality research projects and international
collaboration,” says the Head of CenMAS, Radek Buben.

An important part of CenMAS is the newly established international research group, which will bring specialists from
various global regions to the faculty and strengthen its involvement in international and institutional research networks.

“Our goal is to build a research environment that meets international standards and attracts leading scholars. We want
to develop ambitious research projects, strengthen international collaboration, and bring new perspectives to the study
of global regions. We see CenMAS as a space where different research traditions and approaches can meet and where
a truly international academic environment can emerge,” says Mahmoud Farag, Head of the new CenMAS Research
Group, who specializes in the study of politics in the Middle East from a comparative perspective. His research focuses
on topics such as democratic backsliding, resisting autocratization, and political representation and polarization.
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The establishment of the center is closely linked to the implementation of the ERA Chair in Multidisciplinary Area Studies
(ERA-AREAS) project, funded by the Horizon Europe program under the ERA Chair scheme. The project provides both
financial and institutional support for the development of new research structures.

“The ERA-AREAS project enables the Faculty of Arts to implement changes that would otherwise be difficult to achieve.
It provides not only funding for project, research, and administrative activities, but also inspiration and international
experience that help connect our researchers with the global academic environment. In this sense, it is an important
instrument for achieving the faculty’s goals in area studies,” adds Karel Kouba, Coordinator of the ERA-AREAS project.

The center is being established by the transformation of the existing Center for Ibero-American Studies and integrates
the activities of the Center for Strategic Regions. The new organizational structure will make it possible to better connect
research, teaching, and project activities and to create a stable foundation for the further development of area studies
in a broader interdisciplinary context.

The official launch of CenMAS took place on May 6, 2026, in the Patriotic Hall of the Karolinum, Charles University, with
the participation of representatives from the academic community and international partners.

For more information about CenMAS, please visit https://cenmas.ff.cuni.cz/
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