Profesor Philippe Aghion byl na
Univerzité Karlové ocenén ¢estnym
titulem doctor honoris causa

English see below

Praha 28. kvétna 2026 — Univerzita Karlova udélila €estny doktorat honoris causa jednomu z nejvyznamnéjsich
ekonomu své generace a prednimu badateli v oblasti ekonomického ristu a inovaci, profesoru Philippu
Aghionovi. Ten prevzal ve étvrtek dopoledne ocenéni za ucasti rektora Univerzity Karlovy Jifiho Zimy.

Cestny akademicky titul doctor honoris causa udéluje Univerzita Karlova osobnostem, jez se vyznamné zaslouzily o
rozvoj védy, kultury &i se jinak zasadily o prospéch spole¢nosti. Profesor Aghion se mimo jiné vyznamné zaslouzil o rozvoj
ekonomie a doktorského vzdélavani spojeného s Univerzitou Karlovou prostfednictvim svého pusobeni na CERGE-
El. Prispél zde k posilovani akademickych standard(, podpofe kvalitniho vyzkumu i zvySovani mezinarodni prestize
univerzity.

Profesor Philippe Aghion patfi k nejvyraznéjSim osobnostem sou€asné ekonomie. Pusobi jako profesor na Coll?ge de
France, jako profesor inovaci a ristu na katedfe Kurta Bjorklunda na INSEAD a jako hostujici profesor na London School
of Economics. BEhem své mimoradné akademické kariéry zasadné pfispél k rozvoji ekonomického mysleni, zejména v
oblasti inovaci, konkurence, instituci a dlouhodobého hospodarského ruistu.

Philippe Aghion se narodil v Pafizi v roce 1956. Ve Francii vystudoval matematiku a ekonomii, doktorské studium
nasledné absolvoval na Harvardoveé univerzité, kde v roce 1987 ziskal doktorat z ekonomie. Akademickou kariéru zahajil
na Massachusetts Institute of Technology a poté pusobil na fadé pfednich svétovych instituci, mimo jiné na Oxfordské
univerzité, University College London, Harvardové univerzité a London School of Economics.

Profesor Aghion je znam predevsim rozvinutim schumpeterovské teorie riistu, na niz se podilel spole¢né s Peterem
Howittem. Tato teorie stavi inovace a kreativni destrukci do samotného stfedu ekonomického rozvoje. Zasadné tak
proménila porozumeéni tomu, jak vznika prosperita, technologicky pokrok a strukturalni proména modernich ekonomik.

Jeho vyzkum se dlouhodobé vénuje také roli vzdélavani, kvality instituci a kapacity statu pfi udrzovani dlouhodobého
rustu. Vyznamné prispél rovnéz k pochopeni toho, jak mize konkurence podporovat inovace, a zarover upozornil na
rizika nadmérné koncentrace trzni sily. Ve své praci ukazuje, Ze riist tazeny inovacemi vytvafi prosperitu, avSak bez
vhodného institucionalniho a politického ramce muze vést i k negativnim disledk({im, napfiklad k omezeni konkurence,
oslabeni podnikatelské dynamiky nebo k dlouhodobému zaostavani ekonomik, které obtizné pfechazeji od imitace k
vlastnim inovacim.

Mimoradna aktualnost dila profesora Aghiona se projevuje i ve vztahu k sou¢asnym hospodarskym vyzvam, véetné
nastupu umélé inteligence, strukturalnich promén evropskych ekonomik i debaty o tom, jak podporovat inovace a
soucasné zachovavat socialni soudrznost. Jeho prace zdlirazriuje, Ze moderni hospodarska politika musi umét spojovat
ekonomickou dynamiku, oteviené konkurenéni prostfedi, kvalitni vzdélavani a socialni mobilitu.

Vliv védeckého dila profesora Aghiona daleko pfesahuje akademickou sféru. Jeho prace ovlivnila vefejnou debatu i
tvorbu hospodarskych politik v fadé zemi a vyznamné obohatila porozuméni tomu, jak mohou moderni ekonomiky zUstat
dynamické, produktivni a odolné. Jako uznani jeho mimofadného pfinosu ekonomické védé mu byla v roce 2025 udélena
Cena Svédské narodni banky za rozvoj ekonomické védy na pamatku Alfreda Nobela.

Profesoru Philippu Aghionovi udélila Univerzita Karlova dne 28. kvétna 2026 ¢estnou védeckou hodnost doctor
honoris causa ekonomickych véd.
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Professor Philippe Aghion was awarded an honorary
doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa) by Charles University

Prague, May 28, 2026 — Charles University awarded an honorary doctorate (Doctor Honoris Causa) to one of
the most prominent economists of his generation and a leading researcher in the field of economic growth and
innovation, Professor Philippe Aghion. He received the award on Thursday morning in the presence of Charles
University Rector Jifi Zima.

Charles University awards the honorary academic title of Doctor Honoris Causa to individuals who have made significant
contributions to the advancement of science and culture or have otherwise worked for the benefit of society. Among other
things, Professor Aghion has made significant contributions to the development of economics and doctoral education
associated with Charles University through his work at CERGE-EI. There, he has contributed to strengthening academic
standards, supporting high-quality research, and enhancing the university’s international prestige.

Professor Philippe Aghion is one of the most prominent figures in contemporary economics. He serves as a professor
at the Coll?ge de France, as a professor of innovation and growth at the Kurt Bjorklund Chair at INSEAD, and as a
visiting professor at the London School of Economics. Throughout his extraordinary academic career, he has made
fundamental contributions to the development of economic thought, particularly in the areas of innovation, competition,
institutions, and long-term economic growth.

Philippe Aghion was born in Paris in 1956. He studied mathematics and economics in France and subsequently
completed his doctoral studies at Harvard University, where he earned a Ph.D. in economics in 1987. He began his
academic career at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and subsequently served at a number of leading global
institutions, including the University of Oxford, University College London, Harvard University, and the London School
of Economics.

Professor Aghion is best known for developing Schumpeterian growth theory, a project on which he collaborated
with Peter Howitt. This theory places innovation and creative destruction at the very heart of economic development.
It has fundamentally transformed our understanding of how prosperity, technological progress, and the structural
transformation of modern economies arise.

His research has also long focused on the role of education, the quality of institutions, and the state’s capacity to sustain
long-term growth. He has also made significant contributions to understanding how competition can foster innovation,
while highlighting the risks of excessive concentration of market power. In his work, he demonstrates that innovation-
driven growth creates prosperity; however, without an appropriate institutional and political framework, it can also lead to
negative consequences, such as reduced competition, weakened entrepreneurial dynamism, or the long-term stagnation
of economies that struggle to transition from imitation to original innovation.

The exceptional relevance of Professor Aghion’s work is also evident in relation to current economic challenges, including
the rise of artificial intelligence, structural changes in European economies, and the debate on how to support innovation
while maintaining social cohesion. His work emphasizes that modern economic policy must be able to combine economic
dynamism, an open competitive environment, quality education, and social mobility.

The impact of Professor Aghion’s scholarly work extends far beyond the academic sphere. His work has influenced public
debate and economic policymaking in many countries and has significantly enriched our understanding of how modern
economies can remain dynamic, productive, and resilient. In recognition of his extraordinary contribution to economic
science, he was awarded the Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel in 2025.

On May 28, 2026, Charles University awarded Professor Philippe Aghion an honorary doctorate (doctor honoris
causa) in economic sciences.



