Miliony z prestiznich ERC grantu pujdou
na excelentni védu Univerzity Karlovy

English see below

Praha 23. 6. 2026 — Védkyné a védci z Univerzity Karlovy ziskali hned nékolik prestiznich ERC granti na podporu
jejich védeckych projekti z riznych oblasti. NejvyraznéjSim uspéchem pro univerzitu je nejvice ocenovany
grant ERC Advanced. Ten ziskala v hodnoté 2,5 milionu EUR na pét let asyriolozka a egyptolozka Jana Mynarova
z Filozofické fakulty UK (FF UK). DalSi tfi ERC CZ granty budou smérovat na Matematicko-fyzikalni fakultu UK
(MFF UK) a dva na Prirodovédeckou fakultu UK (PFF UK).

ERC Advanced granty pfedstavuji mimoradné védecké ocenéni, které ziskavaji pouze mezinarodné uznavani odbornici
s prokazatelnym vlivem na vyvoj svého oboru. Evropska vyzkumna rada (ERC) je udéluje na zakladé jediného kritéria
— védecké excelence projektu i jeho feSitele. Uchazeci musi nejen dolozit zasadni pfinos v posledni dekadé, ale také
predstavit originalni vyzkumnou vizi s potencialem promeénit poznani v dané oblasti. A pfesné to se podafilo Jané
Mynarové z FF UK s projektem Taxonomie nasili na starovéekém Prednim vychodé ve 24.-16. stoleti pF. n. I.

Tento konkrétni projekt se bude zabyvat mezilidskym nasilim ve starovéké Mezopotamii a méa nahradit trochu stereotypni
obraz nasili tak, jak je obvykle prezentovan, tedy prizmatem kralovskych napisi a monumentalnich reliéfl, obrazem
takzvané kazdodenniho nasili mezi béznymi obyvateli Mezopotamie. ,V jadru ERC projektu stoji zhruba ctyficet tisic
klinopisnych textd, s nimiz budeme pracovat. Jsou to primarné dopisy a pravni texty, které zachycuji kaZzdodenni Zivot a

Mynarova.

,Udéleni ERC Advanced grantu pani profesorce Mynarové je mimoradné zaslouzenym uznanim jeji dlouhodobé
védecké prace. Je také prikladem pro vSechny ostatni, Ze se véci nemaji vzdavat! Velice za to pani profesorce Mynarové
dékuji. Jak sama zmifiuje, jde také o uspéch jeji projektové podpory, pfedevsim Stépénky Gray Markové a Ludmily
Pivorikové. Rovnéz je dobré zddraznit, Ze jde o druhy ERC Advanced grant v fadé udéleny védkyni na Filozofické
fakulté UK. Mam z toho opravdu velikou radost, velmi také gratuluji dalsimu ERC AdG reSiteli profesoru Konstantinosovi
Kafetsiosovi na UPOL,“Fika prof. Zdenék Strakos, koordinator Expertni skupiny ERC v CR.

LZiskat ERC Advanced grant je obrovskym tspéchem. Je to teprve druhy takto prestizni grant pro Univerzitu Karlovu,
coZ jasné dokazuje jeho vyjimecénost. KaZdy ziskany grant zaroveri Univerzité Karlové zvySuje prestiz a postaveni v
mezinarodnim méritku,“ uvedl rektor Univerzity Karlovy Jifi Zima.

Védkyné a védci, ktefi pusobi na ¢eskych institucich a v evropské soutézi ERC ziskaji vysoké hodnoceni, ale nejsou
podpofeni z evropskych penéz pro nedostatek financi, mohou od ministerstva Skolstvi ziskat podporu ERC CZ. Za
Univerzitu Karlovu bude podpofeno hned pét Zadatelek a Zadatell celkovou finanéni ¢astkou 192,4 miliond korun.
Matematicko-fyzikalni fakulta UK:

Jeden z grantt ERC CZ ziskal Miroslav Buli¢ek, ktery se dlouhodobé vénuje matematické analyze, zejména teorii
parcialnich diferencialnich rovnic a jejich aplikacim v mechanice kontinua a je autorem témeér stovky odbornych
publikaci v prestiznich mezinarodnich ¢asopisech. Jeho grantem podpofeny projekt Aktivované materialy: Cesta k dobre
definovanym parcialnim diferencialnim rovnicim v termodynamice kontinua se zabyva jednim ze zakladnich problémi
souCasné matematiky a fyziky: jak spolehlivé popsat chovani materiald, jako jsou kapaliny a pevné latky, zejména v
situacich, kdy se jejich chovani stava velmi slozitym a dostupné matematické nastroje jej nedokazou dostate¢né presné
vystihnout. Cilem projektu je vytvofit jednotny matematicky ramec, ktery propoji popis tekutin a pevnych latek, tedy
oblasti, které jsou dnes €asto studovany oddélené. Takovy pfistup maze vést k hlub§imu porozuméni slozitym fyzikalnim
jevum a k vyvoji pfesnéjSich modelu vyuzitelnych v technickych i pfirodoveédnych aplikacich. Na grant pujde ¢astka 55,6
miliond korun na dobu 5 let.

Dal$im UspéSnym Zadatelem o grant je Jan Grebik. PUsobi jako postdoktorandsky vyzkumnik na Informatickém uUstavu
Univerzity Karlovy (IUUK) pfi Matematicko-fyzikalni fakulté Univerzity Karlovy. Jeho vyzkum se pohybuje na pomezi
diskrétni a spojité matematiky a zamérfuje se na algoritmické a méfitelné aspekty kombinatorickych struktur. Podpofeny
projekt s ndzvem Lokalni a globalni struktura v méfitelné kombinatorice lezi na pomezi matematiky a teoretické
informatiky a zkouma4, jak Ize pomoci jednoduchych lokalnich pravidel popsat a analyzovat slozité struktury na grafech,
grupach a eukleidovskych prostorech, a do jaké miry Ize globalni chovani systému rekonstruovat pouze z lokalnich
informaci. Hlavnim cilem projektu je vytvofit jednotny teoreticky ramec propojujici diskrétni a spojité pfistupy v oblasti



mefitelné kombinatoriky, ktera spojuje metody kombinatoriky, teorie grafli, deskriptivni teorie mnozin, teorie nahodnych
procesU, dynamickych systému a teoretické informatiky. Na grant pujde ¢astka 35,9 milion korun na dobu 5 let.

Magda Sevéikova, ktera ziskala grantovou podporu projektu s nazvem Analyza vnitini struktury slov v mnoha jazycich,
je docentkou v Ustavu formalni a aplikované lingvistiky Matematicko-fyzikalni fakulty UK a ve svém vyzkumu se zaméFuje
na morfologii a slovotvorbu v ¢estiné a dalSich jazycich z perspektivy teoretické a pocitacoveé lingvistiky. Dlouhodobé se
vénuje vyzkumu struktury slov, slovotvornych procest a jejich reprezentace v jazykovych datech. Grantem podporeny
projekt zkouma vnitini strukturu slov a vytvafi metody, které umozni systematicky zachytit a srovnavat rozdily napfic
jazyky, zejména odliSnosti v tom, jakymi prostfedky vyjadfuji svdj vyznam. Cilem projektu je vytvofit principy pro analyzu
vnitini struktury slov napfic jazyky s odliSnymi morfologickymi charakteristikami. Navrzené postupy budou aplikovany
na autenticka jazykova data z desitek jazyk(l svéta a nasledné vyuZity pfi vyvoji automatickych nastroju pro jejich
zpracovani. Vysledkem projektu budou kromé teoretickych poznatkd a metodologickych principli také oteviené dostupné
zdroje jazykovych dat zachycujici vnitfni strukturu slov napfi¢ desitkami jazykd. Na grant pujde ¢astka 16,1 milionl
korun na dobu 2 let.

Prirodovédecka fakulta UK:

Prvnim z uspésnych feSiteld je Filip Kolar z katedry botaniky s projektem Evoluéni mechanismy opakované adaptace
(PolyAdapt). V hodnoceni Evropskeé rady pro vyzkum (v kategorii ERC Consolidator Grants) ziskal tento vyzkum nejvysSi
mozné hodnoceni ,A“. V narodnim hodnoceni MSMT se projekt umistil na sdileném 1.- 3. mist& a ziskal podporu v
plném rozsahu plvodniho evropského navrhu na dobu péti let. Cilem projektu je odhalit evoluéni faktory, které Fidi
procesy opakované adaptace v pfirodnich populacich krytosemennych rostlin. Doktor Kolaf a jeho tym se zaméFi na 25
nemodelovych rostlinnych druhd s proménlivym poctem genomovych kopii. Pomoci kombinace populaéni a strukturni
genomiky, transkriptomiky a evoluénich experimentd se pokusi rozklicovat, jakym zpGsobem se rostliny opakované
pfizpUsobuji ménicim se podminkam. Vystupy vyzkumu jsou dulezité mimo jiné pro pochopeni toho, jak bude pfiroda
reagovat na sou¢asné klimatické zmény. Na grant pljde ¢astka 66,6 milion korun na dobu 5 let.

Druhym ocenénym projektem na PfF UK je Hybat, i nehybat: role oxidace aktinu pri navigaci axont (MOVIGATE),
ktery vede Daniel Rozbesky z katedry bunééné biologie a centra BIOCEV. Tento vyzkum spada do oblasti molekularni
a bunécéné neurobiologie a zaméfuje se na proces axonalni navigace. Jde o mechanismus, ktery béhem vyvoje
nervové soustavy uréuje spravné smeérovani rostoucich axonl (vybézkl nervovych bunék) k jejich cilovym strukturam.
Presné fizeni téchto déjl je zasadni pro vznik funkénich neurondlnich okruhid a jeho naru$eni je spojeno s
fadou neurovyvojovych a neurologickych poruch. Tym doktora Rozbeského bude s vyuzitim pokrocilé fluorescenéni
mikroskopie, cryo-elektronové tomografie a mikrofluidiky zkoumat, jak konkrétni bunééna signaliza¢ni draha (semaforin-
plexin-MICAL1) Fidi pfestavbu bunééného skeletu a ovliviiuje smérovani ristu nervovych viaken. Na grant pljde ¢astka
18,2 milion( korun na dobu 2 let.

Evropska vyzkumna rada (ERC) podporuje vynikajici védce s cilem rozvijet hraniéni vyzkum a otevirat nové
interdisciplinarni oblasti poznani. ERC nepodporuje sité nebo mezinarodni konsorcia, ale jednotlivé feSitele (Principal
Investigator, Pl) a jejich vyzkumné tymy. Jedinym kritériem hodnoceni je védecka excelence — jak projektu, tak
samotného feSitele. To zahrnuje pfedchozi vysledky v oboru, ale také pozadavek na zcela novou revoluéni myslenku,
nebo otevfit nové vyzkumné perspektivy. ERC grantt je hned nékolik typ(:

Starting Grants (StG) — Podpora nezavislé kariéry vynikajicich mladych védcl a védkyn ve fazi vytvareni viastnich
vyzkumnych tyma ¢&i programd.

Consolidator Grants (CoG) — Podpora nezavislé kariéry vynikajicich mladych védcl a védkyn ve fazi konsolidace
vlastnich vyzkumnych tym &i program.

Advanced Grants (AdG) — Podpora mezinarodné uznavanych, nezavislych odbornikd a odbornic, ktefi se jiz etablovali
v oboru a prokazatelné ho ovlivnili.

Plus Grants — Podpora vysoce ambiciéznich projektt navrzenych vynikajicimi PI, které nejsou proveditelné v ramci
za rok.

Synergy Grants (SyG) — Podpora ambiciéznich mysSlenek, které nemohou jednotlivi Pl vyfeSit individualné — unikatni
komplementarita expertiz, zdrojl, vybaveni apod.

Proof of Concept (PoC) — Podpora zkoumani potencialu komeréniho &i spolec¢enského vyuziti vystupu projektd ERC
pouze pro feSitele a feSitelky grantd ERC.

Kontakt pro média:

Mgr. Michaela Lagronova
Tiskova mluvéi

Odbor vnéjSich vztahu
Univerzita Karlova

Tel.: +420 602 304 708
E-mail: komunikace@cuni.cz
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Univerzita Karlova:

zaloZzena v roce 1348

17 fakult (14 v Praze, 2 v Hradci Kralové a 1 v Plzni)

9 200 zaméstnankyn a zaméstnancu

54 000 studentek a studentt

9 000 absolventek a absolventl roéné

34 000 ucastnic a uc¢astnikl kurzl celozivotniho vzdélavani rocné
92. misto v zebficku QS World University Rankings: Europe 2026

Millions from Prestigious ERC Grants Will Go Toward
Excellent Research at Charles University

Prague, June 23, 2026 — Researchers at Charles University have secured several prestigious ERC grants to
support their research projects in various fields. The university’s most significant achievement is the highly
coveted ERC Advanced Grant. Assyriologist and Egyptologist Jana Mynarova from the Faculty of Arts at Charles
University (FF UK) was awarded this grant, worth 2.5 million EUR over five years. Three additional ERC CZ
grants will go to the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics at Charles University (MFF UK), and two to the Faculty
of Science at Charles University (PiF UK).

ERC Advanced grants represent an exceptional scientific honor awarded only to internationally recognized experts with
a demonstrable impact on the development of their field. The European Research Council (ERC) awards them based
on a single criterion—the scientific excellence of both the project and its principal investigator. Applicants must not only
demonstrate significant contributions over the past decade but also present an original research vision with the potential
to transform knowledge in the given field. And that is exactly what Jana Mynafova from the Faculty of Arts at Charles
University has achieved with her project Taxonomy of Violence in the Ancient Near East in the 24th—16th Centuries BCE

This specific project will examine interpersonal violence in ancient Mesopotamia and aims to replace the somewhat
stereotypical image of violence as it is usually presented—that is, through the prism of royal inscriptions and monumental
reliefs—with a picture of so-called everyday violence among the ordinary inhabitants of Mesopotamia. “At the heart of
the ERC project are roughly forty thousand cuneiform texts that we will be working with. These are primarily letters and
legal texts that capture everyday life and specific interpersonal conflicts,” adds Jana Mynarova, the recent recipient of
the most prestigious grant, regarding her research project.

“The awarding of the ERC Advanced Grant to Professor Mynarova is a well-deserved recognition of her long-term
scientific work. It also serves as an example to everyone else that one should never give up! | would like to express my
sincere thanks to Professor Mynarova. As she herself mentions, this is also a testament to the success of her project
team, particularly Stépanka Gray Markové and Ludmila Pivorikova. It is also worth noting that this is the second ERC
Advanced Grant in a row awarded to a researcher at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University. | am truly delighted by
this, and | also extend my warmest congratulations to another ERC Advanced Grant recipient, Professor Konstantinos
Kafetsios at UPOL,” says Prof. Zdenék Strako$, coordinator of the ERC Expert Group in the Czech Repubilic.

“Receiving an ERC Advanced Grant is a tremendous achievement. It is only the second such prestigious grant for
Charles University, which clearly demonstrates its exceptional nature; At the same time, every grant awarded enhances
Charles University’s prestige and standing on the international stage,” said Charles University Rector Jifi Zima.

Researchers working at Czech institutions who receive high ratings in the European Research Council (ERC) competition
but are not supported by European funds due to a lack of financial allocation may receive support from the Ministry of
Education through ERC CZ. Five applicants from Charles University have now succeeded in this endeavor, and together
they will receive a total of 192.4 million crowns for their research.

Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, Charles University:

One of the ERC CZ grants was awarded to Miroslav Buli€ek, who has long been engaged in mathematical analysis,
particularly the theory of partial differential equations and their applications in continuum mechanics, and is the author
of nearly a hundred scholarly publications in prestigious international journals. His grant-funded project, “Activated
Materials: A Path to Well-Defined Partial Differential Equations in Continuum Thermodynamics addresses one of the
fundamental problems in contemporary mathematics and physics: how to reliably describe the behavior of materials such
as liquids and solids, particularly in situations where their behavior becomes highly complex and available mathematical
tools are unable to capture it with sufficient precision. The goal of the project is to create a unified mathematical framework
that bridges the description of fluids and solids—areas that are often studied separately today. Such an approach can
lead to a deeper understanding of complex physical phenomena and to the development of more accurate models
applicable in both engineering and natural science applications. The grant will provide 55.6 million crowns over a period
of 5 years.



Another successful grant applicant is Jan Grebik. He works as a postdoctoral researcher at the Institute of Informatics
of Charles University (IUUK) within the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics at Charles University. His research lies
at the intersection of discrete and continuous mathematics and focuses on the algorithmic and measurable aspects
of combinatorial structures. The funded project, titled Local and Global Structure in Measurable Combinatorics, lies at
the intersection of mathematics and theoretical computer science and investigates how simple local rules can be used
to describe and analyze complex structures on graphs, groups, and Euclidean spaces, and to what extent the global
behavior of a system can be reconstructed solely from local information. The main goal of the project is to create a
unified theoretical framework linking discrete and continuous approaches in the field of measurable combinatorics, which
combines methods from combinatorics, graph theory, descriptive set theory, the theory of random processes, dynamical
systems, and theoretical computer science. The grant amounts to 35.9 million crowns over a period of 5 years.

Magda Sevéikova, who received grant funding for a project titled Analysis of the Internal Structure of Words in Many
Languages, is an associate professor at the Institute of Formal and Applied Linguistics at the Faculty of Mathematics
and Physical Sciences at Charles University, and her research focuses on morphology and word formation in Czech
and other languages from the perspective of theoretical and computational linguistics. She has long been engaged in
research on word structure, word-formation processes, and their representation in linguistic data.

This grant-funded project investigates the internal structure of words and develops methods that will enable the
systematic identification and comparison of differences across languages, particularly differences in the means by which
they express meaning. The goal of the project is to establish principles for analyzing the internal structure of words
across languages with different morphological characteristics. The proposed procedures will be applied to authentic
language data from dozens of languages around the world and subsequently used in the development of automated
tools for processing this data. In addition to theoretical insights and methodological principles, the project will also result
in openly accessible language data resources capturing the internal structure of words across dozens of languages. The
grant amounts to 16.1 million crowns over a period of 2 years.

Faculty of Science, Charles University:

The first of the successful grant recipients is Filip Kolar from the Department of Botany with the project Evolutionary
Mechanisms of Repeated Adaptation (PolyAdapt). In the European Research Council’'s evaluation (in the ERC
Consolidator Grants category), this research received the highest possible rating, “A.” In the national evaluation by the
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports (MSMT), the project tied for 1st-3rd place and received full funding for the
original European proposal for a period of five years. The project aims to uncover the evolutionary factors that govern
the processes of repeated adaptation in natural populations of angiosperms. Dr. Kolaf and his team will focus on 25
non-model plant species with varying numbers of genome copies. Using a combination of population and structural
genomics, transcriptomics, and evolutionary experiments, they will attempt to decipher how plants repeatedly adapt to
changing conditions. The research findings are important, among other things, for understanding how nature will respond
to current climate change. The grant amounts to 66.6 million crowns over a period of 5 years.

The second award-winning project at the Faculty of Science, Charles University, is To Move or Not to Move: The Role of
Actin Oxidation in Axon Navigation (MOVIGATE), led by Daniel Rozbesky from the Department of Cell Biology and the
BIOCEV Center. This research falls within the field of molecular and cellular neurobiology and focuses on the process
of axonal navigation. This mechanism determines the correct direction of growing axons (nerve cell extensions) toward
their target structures during the development of the nervous system. Precise control of these processes is essential
for the formation of functional neural circuits, and its disruption is associated with a number of neurodevelopmental
and neurological disorders. Using advanced fluorescence microscopy, cryo-electron tomography, and microfluidics,
Dr. Rozbesky’s team will investigate how a specific cellular signaling pathway (semaphorin-plexin-MICAL1) regulates
cytoskeletal remodeling and influences the directional growth of nerve fibers. The grant amounts to 18.2 million crowns
over a two-year period.

The European Research Council (ERC) supports outstanding scientists with the aim of advancing frontier research
and opening up new interdisciplinary fields of knowledge. The ERC does not support networks or international consortia,
but rather individual Principal Investigators (Pls) and their research teams. The sole evaluation criterion is scientific
excellence—both of the project and the principal investigator. This includes previous achievements in the field, as well
as the requirement for a completely new and revolutionary idea that is not merely a continuation of earlier successes
and that has the potential to significantly influence the field, push its boundaries, or open up new research perspectives.
There are several types of ERC grants:

Starting Grants (StG) — Support for the independent careers of outstanding young researchers as they establish their
own research teams or programs.

Consolidator Grants (CoG) — Support for the independent careers of outstanding young researchers as they consolidate
their own research teams or programs.

Advanced Grants (AdG) — Support for internationally recognized, independent experts who have already established
themselves in their field and have demonstrably influenced it.



Plus Grants — Support for highly ambitious projects proposed by outstanding Pls that are not feasible under standard
ERC schemes. This is the ERC’s newest and most competitive call, in which only 30 grants will be awarded per year.

Synergy Grants (SyG) — Support for ambitious ideas that individual Pls cannot tackle on their own—unique
complementarity of expertise, resources, equipment, etc.

Proof of Concept (PoC) — Support for exploring the potential for commercial or societal applications of ERC project
outputs, available exclusively to ERC grant recipients.
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