Na Univerzité Karlové zahajilo své
vyzkumné projekty zameérené na udrzitelny
rozvoj prvnich deset zahrani€nich védcu

English see below

Praha, 1. zafi 2026 — Univerzita Karlova zahajila realizaci prvnich deset vyzkumnych projektii podporenych v
ramci programu CHARLESTON. Granty jsou financované iniciativou Evropské komise Horizon Europe (MSCA
COFUND) a UK. Do Ceska diky programu pfichazeji talentovani postdoktorandi ze zahraniéi, ktefi se budou
vénovat vyzkumu zamérenému na globalni spoleé¢enské vyzvy — od dopadu klimatickych zmén, pres udrzitelnou
dopravu po reprodukéni spravedinost.

Jednim z hlavnich pilitl programu je dlraz na spole¢ensky dopad vyzkumu a naplfiovani Cila udrzitelného rozvoje OSN
(Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs). Projekty prvnich podporfenych védcl pfispivaji celkem ke 13 z 17 cild. Ty
nezahrnuji pouze problematiku ochrany Zivotniho prostfedi a klimatické zmény, ale také témata jako kvalitni vzdélavanti,
rovné prilezitosti, zdravi, inovace a dalSi. Program tak propojuje Spi¢kovy zakladni vyzkum s konkrétnimi globalnimi
vyzvami sou€asnosti.

Vyznamnou soucasti programu jsou také povinné staze v neakademickém sektoru, tzv. secondments. Kazdy z védcl
stravi tfi az Sest mésicl mimo akademické prostfedi — napfiklad ve firmach, vefejnych institucich nebo neziskovych
organizacich. Pravé tento pilif ma posilit pfenos znalosti mezi akademii a praxi. Podpofeni postdoktorandi tak stravi
své staze napfiklad v Post Bellum, Krkono8ském narodnim parku, nebo organizaci UpRights v nizozemském Haagu.

~CHARLESTON pfinasi na Univerzitu Karlovu nejen excelentni mladé védce ze zahranici, ale také nové mezinarodni
kontakty a propojeni akademického a neakademického sektoru. Internacionalizace a mezisektorova spolupréce jsou

dnes pro kvalitni vyzkum zasadni,” fika prorektorka pro védeckou a tvirci ¢innost prof. MUDr. Petra LisSkova, M.D.,
Ph.D.

Podrobné informace o deseti zahajenych projektech jsou dostupné na webu programu . V procesu hodnoceni jsou
zaroven projektové zadosti z letos oteviené druhé vyzvy. Zajem o ni pfekonal ocekavani a vyznamné prevysil pocet
zadosti v minulém roce. V leto$ni vyzvé bude podporfeno az 12 dalSich projektll. Celkem tak program béhem péti let
Lprivede“ na Univerzitu Karlovu az 22 postdoktorandt s dlouhodobou zahrani¢ni zkusenosti, kterym kromé financovani
vyzkumu nabidne také podporu v oblasti kariérniho rozvoje, a to v€éetné mentoringu nebo vzdélavacich kurz(.

Zahajené projekty:

RANASPAIN : Barbora Thumsova (Pfirodovédecka fakulta UK, Asociacion Herpetoldgica Espa?ola): Plvod a vyskyt
ranavirové infekce u dvou kriticky ohrozenych druht ve Spanélsku

PERMUSE : Lurdes Valls-Crespo (Filozoficka fakulta UK, Post Bellum): Kartografie pfechodné paméti: Filozoficky
pFistup k zobrazovani pachatel(l v muzeich

WITS : Denver Vale Nixon (Fakulta socialnich véd UK, Prazsky inovacni institut): Vzit se do jejich situace: tvorba politik
v oblasti udrzitelné dopravy a zkuSenosti i mezery v jejich pfijimani

Repro-Just : Giulia Gabrielli (Pravnicka fakulta UK, UpRights): Prosazovani reprodukéni spravedinosti v mezinarodnim
trestnim pravu

BLUE-ICE : Sagarika Pal (Pfirodovédecka fakulta UK, KrkonoSsky narodni park): Zkoumani rozmanitosti a odolnosti
sinic v polarnich a alpskych ekosystémech

TETRADE : Kevin Sartori (Pfirodovédecka fakulta UK, ZO CSOP Bilé Karpaty): Omezeni diverzity rostlin skryta za
zdvojenim genomu: dasledky pro ochranu pfirody

GEO-AIYLREF : Sana Arshad (Pfirodovédecka fakulta UK, Big Terra Alpha): Predikce rizika ztrat vynosu plodin v stfedni
Evropé pomoci GEO-AIl s vyuzitim dalkového prizkumu Zemé a klimatickych dat

ICANADCOH : Tanuja Tewari (Ptirodovédecka fakulta UK, Servier Research Institute of Medicinal Chemistry): Zelezem
katalyzovana N-methylace aminu prostfednictvim pfimé hydrogenace CO?

STEAM : Devi Prasad Adiyeri Saseendran (Matematicko-fyzikalni fakulta UK, Leancat Electrolyzers): Systematicky
navrzené ternarni elektrokatalyzatory pro elektrolyzéry s aniontové vyménnou membranou

SPINEX : Suchandra Goswami (Pfirodovédecka fakulta UK, ISIS Neutron and Muon Source): Spin-excitonova vazba
v hybridni nanostrukture
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The first ten international researchers have launched their
research projects focused on sustainable development at
Charles University

Prague, 1 September 2026 — Charles University has launched the first ten research projects supported under
the CHARLESTON programme. The grants are funded by the European Commission’s Horizon Europe initiative
(MSCA COFUND) and Charles University. Thanks to the programme, talented postdoctoral researchers from
abroad are coming to the Czech Republic to conduct research focused on global societal challenges — ranging
from the impacts of climate change, through sustainable transport, to reproductive justice.

One of the programme’s main pillars is its emphasis on the societal impact of research and the fulfiiment of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The projects of the first researchers to receive funding contribute to a total
of 13 out of 17 goals. These encompass not only environmental protection and climate change, but also topics such
as quality education, equal opportunities, health, innovation and more. The programme thus links cutting-edge basic
research with specific contemporary global challenges.

Mandatory placements in the non-academic sector, known as ‘secondments’, are also a key part of the programme.
Each researcher spends three to six months outside the academic environment — for example, in companies, public
institutions or non-profit organisations. It is precisely this pillar that is intended to strengthen the transfer of knowledge
between academia and the professional world. The supported postdoctoral researchers thus spend their placements,
for example, at Post Bellum, the Krkono$e National Park, or the UpRights organisation in The Hague, the Netherlands.

“CHARLESTON brings not only excellent young researchers from abroad to Charles University, but also new
international contacts and links between the academic and non-academic sectors. Internationalisation and cross-sectoral
cooperation are essential for high-quality research today,” says the Vice-Rector for Research and Creative Activity, Prof.
MUDr. Petra Liskova, M.D., Ph.D.

Detailed information on the ten projects that have now commenced is available on the programme’s website . Project
applications from this year’s second call for proposals are currently under evaluation. Interest in this call exceeded
expectations and was significantly higher than the number of applications received last year. Up to 12 further projects will
be funded under this year’s call. In total, over the course of five years, the programme will ‘bring’ up to 22 postdoctoral
researchers with long-term international experience to Charles University, offering them not only research funding but
also support for career development, including mentoring and training courses.

Projects launched:

RANASPAIN : Barbora Thumsova (Faculty of Science, Charles University, Asociacion Herpetoldgica Espa?ola): Origin
and emergence of ranavirosis in two highly endangered species in Spain

PERMUSE : Lurdes Valls-Crespo (Faculty of Arts, Charles University, Post Bellum): Cartographies of Transitional
Memory: A Philosophical Approach to Museal Perpetrator Representation

WITS : Denver Vale Nixon (Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, Prague Innovation Institute): Walking in Their
Shoes: Sustainable Transport Policymaking, Embodiment and the Policy Adoption Gap

Repro-Just : Giulia Gabrielli (Faculty of Law, Charles University, UpRights): Advancing Reproductive Justice in
International Criminal Law

BLUE-ICE : Sagarika Pal (Faculty of Science, Charles University, KrkonoSe National Park): Exploring Cyanobacterial
Diversity and Resilience in Polar and Alpine Ecosystems

TETRADE : Kevin Sartori (Faculty of Science, Charles University, CSOP White Carpathians Branch): Constraints on
plant diversity hidden behind genome doubling: Consequences for conservation

GEO-AIYLRF : Sana Arshad (Faculty of Science, Charles University, Big Terra Alpha): GEO-AI forecasting of Crops
Yield Loss Risk in Central Europe using remote sensing and climate data
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ICANADCOH : Tanuja Tewari (Faculty of Science, Charles University, Servier Research Institute of Medicinal Chemistry):
Iron catalyzed N-methylation of amines via direct CO2 hydrogenation

STEAM : Devi Prasad Adiyeri Saseendran (Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, Charles University, Leancat
Electrolyzers): Systematically Engineered Ternary Electrocatalysts for Anion Exchange Membrane Electrolyzers
SPINEX : Suchandra Goswami (Faculty of Science, Charles University, ISIS Neutron and Muon Source): Spin-Exciton
coupling in hybrid nanostructure
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