Univerzita Karlova otevira program
Kellner Research Chair. Do Ceska
laka Spickové védce ze zahranici

English see below

Praha, 10. zafi 2026 — Univerzita Karlova otevira prvni vyzvu programu Kellner Research Chair, ktery ma pfilakat
do Ceské republiky Spickové védce a védkyné ze zahrani€i a vytvofit jim podminky pro budovani vlastnich
vyzkumnych tyma.

Program nabidne v prvnim kole dvéma perspektivnim vyzkumnikim az pétileté plsobeni na Univerzité Karlové, podporu
pfi budovani vlastniho tymu i zazemi jedné z nejvyznamnéjSich vyzkumnych univerzit ve stfedni Evropé.

Kellner Research Chair je uréen védkynim a védcim v8ech narodnosti i obord, ktefi jiz prokazali svou mezinarodni
excelenci a jsou pfipraveni posunout svou védeckou kariéru na dalSi uroven. Cilovou skupinou programu jsou
vyzkumnici tfi az dvanact let po ziskani titulu Ph.D., ktefi jsou schopni samostatné vést ambiciézni vyzkumné projekty
a budovat vlastni vyzkumné tymy. Prvni tfi roky jejich €innosti podpofi Nadace The Kellner Family Foundation &astkou
8 milionud korun, na kterou navazou dalsi dva roky kofinancované hostitelskou fakultou.

Cilem programu je pfivést na Univerzitu Karlovu novou generaci mezinarodnich védeckych lidrG, podpofit pfichod
zahrani¢nich védcu i navrat ¢eskych védeckych talentd pusobicich v zahranii a vytvaret prostiedi, ve kterém muze
vznikat $pickovy vyzkum s dlouhodobym pfinosem pro spolecnost.

PFihlasky je mozné podavat od 10. zafi do 9. listopadu 2026 prostfednictvim online formulafe na webu programu .
Vybrani laureati zahaji své pasobeni na Univerzité Karlové v pribéhu roku 2027.

~Program Kellner Research Chair navazuje na nas Gspésny program Primus, zaméruje se ale na jesté zkuSenéjsi
a mezinarodné etablované védecké osobnosti. Chceme na Univerzitu Karlovu pfilakat Spickové védkyné a védce ze
zahraniCi a zaroveri podporit navrat ¢eskych védeckych talent(. Nasi ambici neni jen ziskat vyrazné osobnosti, ale
vytvofit jim podminky, aby zde mohly budovat nové vyzkumné tymy a dlouhodobé pfispivat k rozvoji Univerzity Karlovy
i Ceské védy. Proto myslime i na praktickou strédnku jejich pfichodu, véetné relokace a rodinného zazemi. Partnerstvi
s The Kellner Family Foundation ukazuje, Ze dokaZzeme o nejlepSi védecké talenty soutéZit s pfednimi zahrani¢nimi
institucemi,” Fika doc. Martin Vlach, prorektor pro treti roli UK.

Kellner Research Chair je prvnim programem Univerzity Karlovy zaméfenym na podporu védecké excelence, ktery je
v takovém rozsahu financovan ze soukromych filantropickych prostfedka. Vznikl diky partnerstvi Nadace The Kellner
Family Foundation, ktera jej financuje, Univerzity Karlovy a Nadac¢niho fondu Univerzity Karlovy. Celkova podpora
programu ze strany Nadace muze dosahnout az 48 miliont korun.

»,Vérim, Ze vyhlaseni prvniho kola programu Kellner Research Chair oslovi v zahranici $pi¢kové védecké a vyzkumné
pracovniky a pfilaka je do ¢eského akademického prostredi. Prostiednictvim tohoto programu jim méGzeme nabidnout
podminky, které obstoji v mezinarodni konkurenci a umozni na Univerzité Karlové rozvijet excelentni védu,“ dodava
Tereza Buzkova, vykonna reditelka Nadace The Kellner Family Foundation.

,Silné univerzity po celém svété stoji jednak na kvalitnich védcich a védkynich, ale také na dlouhodobé podpore

filantropd, ktefi chtéji investovat do vzdélani a vyzkumu. Véfime, Ze Kellner Research Chair ukaze, Zze podobna

partnerstvi mohou tspésné rozvijet i ¢eskou védu,” doplfiuje feditel Nadaéniho fondu UK Tomas Vokac.

Shrnuti zakladnich informaci o programu:

* Program organizuji Univerzita Karlova, Nada¢ni fond Univerzity Karlovy a Nadace The Kellner Family Foundation.

» Je ur€en védcim vSech narodnosti a védnich obor(i s prokazatelnou mezinarodni excelenci.

» Cilovou skupinou jsou pfedevSim vyzkumnici pfiblizné 3-12 let po ziskani titulu Ph.D., ktefi jsou pfipraveni budovat
vlastni vyzkumné skupiny.

* Nabizi pétileté pusobeni na Univerzité Karlové.

» Prvni tfi roky financuje The Kellner Family Foundation ¢astkou 8 milionu K&, dalSi dva roky kofinancuje hostitelska
fakulta.

* Prvni vyzva je oteviena od 10. zafi do 9. listopadu 2026.
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Tiskova zprava ke stazeni

Charles University launches the Kellner Research Chair
Programme to attract top researchers from around the world

Prague, 10 September 2026 — Charles University is launching the first call for applications for the Kellner
Research Chair Programme, which aims to attract top researchers from abroad to Czechia and provide them
with the conditions to build their own research teams.

In its first round, the programme will offer two promising researchers the opportunity to spend up to five years at Charles
University, with support for building their own research team and access to the facilities and expertise of one of Central
Europe’s leading research universities.

The Kellner Research Chair is open to researchers of all nationalities and disciplines who have already demonstrated
international excellence and are ready to take their research careers to the next level. The programme is aimed at
researchers who are between three and twelve years post-PhD and are capable of independently leading ambitious
research projects and building their own research teams. The first three years of their work will be supported by The
Kellner Family Foundation with CZK 8 million, followed by two further years co-funded by the host faculty.

The programme aims to bring a new generation of international research leaders to Charles University, support the
arrival of researchers from abroad as well as the return of Czech research talents working overseas, and create an
environment in which outstanding research with a long-term impact on society can flourish.

Applications can be submitted from 10 September to 9 November 2026 via the online form on the programme website
. The selected laureates will begin their work at Charles University during 2027.

“The Kellner Research Chair Programme builds on our successful Primus programme, but focuses on more experienced
and internationally established researchers. We want to attract top researchers from abroad to Charles University while
also supporting the return of Czech research talent. Our ambition is not only to attract outstanding individuals, but to
create the conditions for them to build new research teams here and make a long-term contribution to the development of
Charles University and Czech science. That is why we are also focusing on the practical aspects of their arrival, including
relocation and family support. Our partnership with The Kellner Family Foundation shows that we can compete for the
best research talents with leading institutions abroad,” says Assoc. Prof. Martin Vlach, Vice-Rector for Engagement
and Societal Impact of Charles University.

The Kellner Research Chair is the first Charles University programme supporting research excellence to be funded on
such a scale through private philanthropic resources. It was established through a partnership between The Kellner
Family Foundation, which provides the funding, Charles University and the Charles University Endowment Fund. The
Foundation’s total contribution to the programme may reach up to CZK 48 million.

“I believe that the launch of the first round of the Kellner Research Chair Programme will attract the attention of leading
researchers abroad and encourage them to join the Czech academic community. Through this programme, we can offer
them conditions that are competitive on an international scale and enable them to pursue excellent research at Charles
University,” adds Tereza Blizkova, Executive Director of The Kellner Family Foundation.

“Strong universities around the world are built not only on outstanding researchers, but also on the long-term support of
philanthropists who want to invest in education and research. We believe that the Kellner Research Chair Programme
will demonstrate that partnerships of this kind can also help advance Czech science,” adds Tomas Vokac, Director of
the Charles University Endowment Fund.

Key information about the programme:

» The programme is organised by Charles University, the Charles University Endowment Fund and The Kellner Family
Foundation.

* Itis open to researchers of all nationalities and disciplines with a proven record of international excellence.

» The target group is primarily researchers approximately 3—12 years post-PhD who are ready to build their own
research groups.

» The programme offers a five-year position at Charles University.
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» The first three years are funded by The Kellner Family Foundation with CZK 8 million, followed by two years co-
funded by the host faculty.
» The first call is open from 10 September to 9 November 2026.
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