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Védec z Univerzity Karlovy prinasi nové
poznatky o starovékém Blizkém vychodu

English see below

Praha, 5. listopadu 2026 — Docent Jan DusSek z Evangelické teologické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy predstavil
5. listopadu dvé nové védecké monografie, které prinaseji dosud nejkomplexnéjSi zpracovani vybranych
staroaramejskych a sam’alskych napist. Témér tfi tisice let staré napisy odhaluji nové souvislosti o politice,
nabozenstvii kazdodennim fungovani starovékych kralovstvi. Publikace jsou vysledkem mnohaletého vyzkumu
historickych prament ulozenych v muzeich a odbornych institucich po celém svété.

Jan Dusek se dlouhodobé vénuje severozapadni semitské epigrafice, tedy studiu starovékych napisu a rukopisu. Jeho
vyzkum pomaha lépe porozumét déjinam oblasti dnesni Syrie a okolnich zemi i historickému prostfedi, ve kterém
vznikaly nékteré biblické texty.

Prvni publikace Old Aramaic Inscriptions and their Contexts, vydana ve dvou svazcich belgickym nakladatelstvim
Peeters, predstavuje nové komplexni zpracovani vétSiny znamych staroaramejskych napist z 9. az 8. stoleti pf. n.
I. Autor je podrobil epigrafické, jazykové, archeologické i historické analyze a doplnil novymi pfeklady a komentafi.
Vyznamnym pfinosem je také dosud nepublikovana archivni dokumentace, kterd umoznila po témér sto letech alespor
¢astecné objasnit archeologicky kontext vyznamnych napisl ze syrského Sefire.

Druha monografie The Inscriptions from Gergin, vydana nakladatelstvim Brill, se zaméfuje na dva napisy z 8. stoleti
pf. n. I. dochované na monumentalnich sochach boha Hadada a krale Panamuwy Il. Diky detailnimu studiu original a
fotografické dokumentace DuSek predklada nova ¢teni a preklady dosud obtizné srozumitelnych textd, které diky tomu
nyni vibec poprvé ziskavaji smysl. Ty pfiblizuji mimo jiné pravidla nastupnictvi, udrzovani stability kralovstvi a vztahy
mistnich vladcl k novoasyrské Fisi.

LStarovéké napisy nam umoZzriuji nahlédnout do svéta, ktery zname predevsim z historickych a biblickych textd. | po
témér trech tisicich letech v nich mizeme diky novym analyzam objevovat dosud neznamé souvislosti. Obé publikace
Jsou vysledkem mnohaletého vyzkumu a ukazuji, Ze i prameny, které védci studuji jiZ vice nez sto let, nam stale maji co
fict,“ vysvétluje Jan DuSek z Evangelické teologické fakulty Univerzity Karlovy.

Obé publikace vysly v 1été 2026 u prednich zahraniénich odbornych nakladatel(. Vysledky vyzkumu zpfistupfiuji
historikiim, jazykovédcim i Siroké vefejnosti dulezité prameny v novych souvislostech a predstavuji vyznamny cesky
pfispévek k mezinarodnimu badani o starovékém Blizkém vychodé.
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A researcher from Charles University presents new insights
into the ancient Near East

Prague, 5 November 2026 — Associate Professor Jan Dusek from the Protestant Theological Faculty of Charles
University presented two new academic monographs on 5 November, which provide the most comprehensive
analysis to date of selected ancient Aramaic and Sam’al inscriptions. These inscriptions, dating back nearly
three thousand years, reveal new insights into the politics, religion and day-to-day functioning of ancient
kingdoms. The publications are the result of many years of research into historical sources held in museums
and specialist institutions around the world.

Jan Dusek has long been engaged in north-western Semitic epigraphy, that is, the study of ancient inscriptions and
manuscripts. His research helps to provide a better understanding of the history of the region comprising present-day
Syria and neighbouring countries, as well as the historical context in which certain biblical texts were composed.
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His first publication, *Old Aramaic Inscriptions and their Contexts*, published in two volumes by the Belgian publisher
Peeters, presents a new, comprehensive study of most of the known Old Aramaic inscriptions from the 9th to 8th centuries
BC. The author has subjected them to epigraphic, linguistic, archaeological and historical analysis, and supplemented
them with new translations and commentaries. Another significant contribution is the previously unpublished archival
documentation, which has made it possible, after almost a century, to at least partially clarify the archaeological context
of important inscriptions from Sefire in Syria.

The second monograph, *The Inscriptions from Gergin*, published by Brill, focuses on two inscriptions from the 8th
century BC preserved on monumental statues of the god Hadad and King Panamuwa Il. Thanks to a detailed study of
the originals and photographic documentation, DuSek presents new interpretations and translations of texts that were
previously difficult to understand, which now, for the very first time, make sense. Among other things, these shed light
on the rules of succession, the maintenance of the kingdom'’s stability, and the relationships between local rulers and
the Neo-Assyrian Empire.

“Ancient inscriptions allow us to gain an insight into a world we know primarily from historical and biblical texts. Even
after almost three thousand years, thanks to new analyses, we can still discover previously unknown connections within
them. Both publications are the result of many years of research and demonstrate that even sources which scholars
have been studying for over a hundred years still have something to tell us,” explains Jan Dusek from the Protestant
Theological Faculty of Charles University.

Both publications were published in the summer of 2026 by leading international specialist publishers. The research
findings make important sources available to historians, linguists and the general public in new contexts, and represent
a significant Czech contribution to international research on the ancient Near East.
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