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Definitions 

 

Artificial Intelligence1 

Artificial intelligence (AI) refers to systems that display 
intelligent behaviour by analysing their environment and 
taking actions – with some degree of autonomy – to achieve 
specific goals.  
 
AI-based systems can be purely software-based, acting in 
the virtual world (e.g. voice assistants, image analysis 
software, search engines, speech and face recognition 
systems) or AI can be embedded in hardware devices (e.g. 
advanced robots, autonomous cars, drones or Internet of 
Things applications)  
 
If you plan to make use of Artificial Intelligence in your 
project, the evaluators will evaluate the technical 
robustness of the proposed system under the 
appropriate criterion. 

Critical risk 

A critical risk is a plausible event or issue that could have a 
high adverse impact on the ability of the project to achieve 
its objectives.  
 
Level of likelihood to occur (Low/medium/high): The 
likelihood is the estimated probability that the risk will 
materialise even after taking account of the mitigating 
measures put in place.  
 
Level of severity (Low/medium/high): The relative 
seriousness of the risk and the significance of its effect. 

Deliverable 

A report that is sent to the Commission or Agency providing 
information to ensure effective monitoring of the project. 
There are different types of deliverables (e.g. a report on 
specific activities or results, data management plans, ethics 
or security requirements). 

Impacts 

Wider long-term effects on society (including the 
environment), the economy and science, enabled by the 
outcomes of R&I investments (long term). Impacts 
generally occur sometime after the end of the project.  
 
Example: The deployment of the advanced forecasting 
system enables each airport to increase maximum passenger 
capacity by 15% and passenger average throughput by 10%, 
leading to a 28% reduction in infrastructure expansion costs. 

 
1 1 Definition from the European Commission’s High-Level Expert Group on Artificial Intelligence, 
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/system/files/ged/ai_hleg_definition_of_ai_18_december_1.pdf 

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/system/files/ged/ai_hleg_definition_of_ai_18_december_1.pdf
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Milestone 

Control points in the project that help to chart progress. 
Milestones may correspond to the achievement of a key 
result, allowing the next phase of the work to begin. They 
may also be needed at intermediary points so that, if 
problems have arisen, corrective measures can be taken. A 
milestone may be a critical decision point in the project 
where, for example, the consortium must decide which of 
several technologies to adopt for further development. The 
achievement of a milestone should be verifiable. 

Objectives 

The goals of the work performed within the project, in 
terms of its research and innovation content. This will be 
translated into the project’s results. These may range from 
tackling specific research questions, demonstrating the 
feasibility of an innovation, sharing knowledge among 
stakeholders on specific issues. The nature of the objectives 
will depend on the type of action, and the scope of the topic. 

Outcomes 

The expected effects, over the medium term, of projects 
supported under a given topic. The results of a project 
should contribute to these outcomes, fostered in particular 
by the dissemination and exploitation measures. This may 
include the uptake, diffusion, deployment, and/or use of the 
project’s results by direct target groups. Outcomes 
generally occur during or shortly after the end of the 
project.  
 
Example: 9 European airports adopt the advanced 
forecasting system demonstrated during the project. 

Research output 

Results generated by the action to which access can be given 
in the form of scientific publications, data or other 
engineered outcomes and processes such as software, 
algorithms, protocols and electronic notebooks. 

Results 

What is generated during the project implementation. This 
may include, for example, know-how, innovative solutions, 
algorithms, proof of feasibility, new business models, policy 
recommendations, guidelines, prototypes, demonstrators, 
databases and datasets, trained researchers, new 
infrastructures, networks, etc. Most project results 
(inventions, scientific works, etc.) are ‘Intellectual 
Property’, which may, if appropriate, be protected by formal 
‘Intellectual Property Rights’.  
 
Example: Successful large-scale demonstrator: trial with 3 
airports of an advanced forecasting system for proactive 
airport passenger flow management. 
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Guidance on the use of generative AI tools for the preparation of the proposal 
When considering the use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools for the preparation of 
the proposal, it is imperative to exercise caution and careful consideration. The AI-generated 
content should be thoroughly reviewed and validated by the applicants to ensure its 
appropriateness and accuracy, as well as its compliance with intellectual property regulations. 
Applicants are fully responsible for the content of the proposal (even those parts produced by 
the AI tool) and must be transparent in disclosing which AI tools were used and how they 
were utilized.  
 
Specifically, applicants are required to: 
 

• Verify the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of the content and any citations 
generated by the AI tool and correct any errors or inconsistencies.  

• Provide a list of sources used to generate content and citations, including those 
generated by the AI tool. Double-check citations to ensure they are accurate and 
properly referenced. 

• Be conscious of the potential for plagiarism where the AI tool may have reproduced 
substantial text from other sources. Check the original sources to be sure you are not 
plagiarizing someone else’s work. 

• Acknowledge the limitations of the AI tool in the proposal preparation, including the 
potential for bias, errors, and gaps in knowledge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


