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Research topics mirror topical trends in research activities. Stress is focused on studying themes and problems that are
relevant for society as a whole. The social relevance of research will increase in line with current developments at a
global level: with growing geopolitical tensions, climate change, and the process of demographic aging on one hand,
and the permanent migratory pressure on highly developed countries, growing dynamism of economic cycles etc. on
the other. In fact, all of these circumstances enter the research while “global problems” are being tackled at various
regional-hierarchical levels (Czechia, Europe, selected countries and regions of the world), mostly in their regional and
local transformations (getting to know the how the process functions and suggestions for solving problems). Research
pays special attention to studying spatial differentiation and the relationship between social and natural environments.
A holistic - often interdisciplinary - approach is applied while quantitative and qualitative methods are used (including
the geoinformatics/GIS tools).

The following issues represent selected topics of research:

» acritical review of key concepts, theories, and methodological approaches

» empirical analyses and synthesis of the regional, demographic, socio economic and socio cultural differentiation of
society (driving forces, mechanisms, actors/subjects, impacts)

» the development of population growth, the demographic aging process, and their impact on social/pension and health
systems

» the assessment of demographic changes in broader societal development

» the development of the settlement system, the urbanization and suburbanization processes, and the transformation
and restructuring of cities and rural areas

» the impact of population mobility on demographic, social, economic, cultural, political and geographical structures,
analyses of migration and integration policies, and the integration of migrants into the majority society

» the globalization process, analyses of the impact of the economic crisis, the transformation of economic ties, flows
of goods and capital, and the formation of transportation systems
global problems of the world, foreign aid, and development co-operation
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