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Compensation in international law
Reparation (indemnification) belongs to the topics of international law that are both classical and very modern. The
classical aspect relates to restitution and compensation as two major forms of the reparation obligation which forms
the content of the responsibility of States for internationally wrongful acts. The modern dimension of the topic relates
to the right of individuals and various non?state actors to reparations. The internationalist doctrine has only started to
analyse this aspect. However, the dynamic nature of international law needs to be taken into consideration. The recent
developments in this law seem to open a direct access of individuals to reparation. While individual claims increase in
number, inter?state disputes based on the diplomatic protection are less frequent. The individualization and depolitization
of international disputes is generally considered as a positive trend, taking place mostly in the international law of human
rights and international investment law. Even the recent development in international criminal law has contributed to this
trend, in particular since the establishment of the International Criminal Court. It aims not only at punishing perpetrators
of crimes but also at indemnifying victims of such crimes, in the forms of restitution, compensation and rehabilitation.
The developments in the area of international humanitarian law are less definite, as most States show reluctance to
grant reparation to individuals harmed by the actions of their armed forces within armed conflicts. The research aims
at verifying whether the practice of international courts, criminal tribunals and other institutions acting in the field just
results in the creation of special regimes, thus contributing to the fragmentation of international law, or whether it could
actually bring about deeper structural changes of general international law.
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