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CHARLES UNIVERSITY

FOREWORD BY THE RECTOR

Dear colleagues, dear
students, friends of
Charles University,

although I only took office on 1 February 2026, please allow me
to briefly look back on the past year with you and recall some key
events and achievements at Charles University.

The year 2025 was one in which Charles University saw a
period of qualitative shift in science and education, and the
maintenance of its prestige. The University retained its strong
position in international rankings; it was ranked 246th in the
world in the QS World University Rankings and maintained its
status as one of the few institutions from Central and Eastern
Europe to remain in the top 2% of universities in the world. It thus
confirmed its significant competitiveness in a number of fields,
especially in medicine, the natural sciences and the humanities.

Charles University achieved concrete and measurable results in
science and research. In 2025, researchers from Charles University
received prestigious grants from the European Research Council
(ERC Starting Grant). 25 projects have already received funding
from the ERC, and as many as 93 in the Horizon Europe
programme, with 22 receiving funding in 2025.

It is also worth mentioning that our university has become
the leader of the OpenEurolLLLM project, which focuses on the
development of next-generation open large language models.
Thanks to funding from European sources, the Charleston project
to support doctoral students was launched. We also hosted a
number of prestigious international events throughout the year.

The University was also prominent in the creative and social
contribution made by both academic and scientific staff, as well
as students, at both national and international level. The Neuron
award, one of the most prestigious scientific awards in the Czech
Republic, was won by eight figures associated with our university.
Four people associated with the University received the Award
of the Minister of Health for their contribution to research and
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development in healthcare. Charles University became the first
university in the Czech Republic to win the HR Excellence in
Research Award two years in a row, confirming its long-term
efforts to create a supportive, transparent and modern working
environment. Moreover, for the first time in history, the European
Research Council (ERC) invited a representative of our university
to join its ranks.

A number of workplaces achieved excellent publication results
in impacted journals, and many outputs by scholars at CU ranked
among the highly cited works in their fields.

In the field of education, Charles University offered more
than 9oo accredited study programmes across all levels of study
and educated more than 55,000 students. Approximately one
in five students came from abroad. Students and employees
undertook 4,500 trips abroad. At the same time, the growing
internationalisation of Charles University was confirmed by the
thousands of international students that study here.

I should also mention our students’ excellent performance
in sporting events. Almost fifty athletes were nominated for the
Czech national team for the 32nd Summer World University
Games in Germany and for the FISU Winter World University
Games in Turin, where they achieved fantastic results.
Representatives of our university were also prominent in other
international sports competitions and academic championships.

The year 2025 once again showed that Charles University is
not only an institution with a rich tradition, but a lively and self-
confident place that knows how to respond to modern trends. It
is able to value its history while looking ahead with boldness and
ambition, allowing it to compete at international level.

Dear colleagues, dear students, let me end by thanking those
of you who helped us achieve these results. I am convinced that
Charles University is built on solid foundations and is able to
rely on exceptional personalities who are ready to contribute to
its further development. I believe that by working together, we
will continue to strengthen its position as a modern, open and
respected institution of European significance, and that together
we will be able to face the challenges that lie ahead.

prof. RNDr. Jifi Zima, CSc.
Rector of Charles University
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Honorary doctorate for Cardinal Kurt Koch Visit by the President of Portugal

08/01 Cardinal Kurt Koch received an honorary doctor honoris causa degree in . (AU S— The President of
theological sciences at the Carolinum. He was awarded the title on the initiative of all : { ' Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo
three theological faculties of Charles University, i.e. Catholic, Evangelical and Hussite, ] || 1 p \ de Sousa, a university

for his support and development of dialogue between Christian denominations and [ professor of many years’
between Christianity and Judaism. _' v .' ) - standing, held talks with

the management of Charles
University at the Carolinum
on deepening cooperation
between Charles University
and the University of
Coimbra in Portugal.

Our esteemed guest also
met Portuguese students,
whom he met in the Hall
of Patriots following a
lecture entitled Europe in a

Neuron pro sedm osobnosti z UK 7\ : Changing World.

Artificial intelligence at the service of people

An interdisciplinary project exploring the societal impacts of artificial intelligence and its
potential for strengthening democratic principles was launched under the leadership of the CU
Faculty of Social Sciences. The project won a prestigious grant from the Technology Agency of
the Czech Republic and will receive total funding of 125 million CZK until the end of 2029.

19/01 V kategorii Cena Neuron pro nadéjné védce 2024 si
ocenéni predavané v prostordch Narodniho muzea odnesli:
Klara Hlouchova (biologie), Jan Volec (matematika),

Jan Kretinsky (pocitacové védy), Ota Pavliek (spoleCenské
védy), Tomas Pluskal (chemie), Petr Sulc (fyzika),

Martina Benesova Schifer (medicina). Historicky prvnim
laureatem Ceny za rozvijent ldsky k védé pro ucitele se

stal profesor Jan Cerny (P¥F UK) za popularizaci védy

a podporu mladych talentd.

anuary 202

Gaudeamus no. 17 CU among institutions with the best reputation in the world

February 2025

21.-23/01 Charles
University was represented
at the 17th edition of
Gaudeamus Prague 2025,
the European trade fair for
postsecondary and lifelong
learning, where it had a
rich programme of events.
The fair, hosted by PVA
Expo Prague, was attended
by 360 educational
institutions. Among other
things, CU provided
information on 600 study
programmes to visitors.

The results of the Times Higher Education World Reputation Rankings 2025 among academics and
university staff ranked CU among the three hundred best workplaces, where it was the only Czech university
to make the list!

Meetings with Norwegian
experts

Experts from the Norwegian Centre
for Violence and Traumatic Stress Studies
shared their experiences of survivors after the
attack on the island of Utgya in Norway with
representatives of CU and other universities,
government institutions, and initiatives involved
in providing assistance after the tragic events at
the CU Faculty of Arts.
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Honorary doctorates for chemist and biologist
The title of doctor . e ‘\.’
honoris causa was bestowed
on two prominent
international experts:
Michael Griétzel, Professor
of Physical Chemistry at
the Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale de Lausanne,
and Kari Jussi Hemminki,
Professor of Molecular
Biology, who led research
at the Biomedical Centre
of the CU Faculty of
Medicine in Pilsen.
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European research on language models to be

led by CU

A meeting involving leading European companies, research institutions
and large computing centres involved in artificial intelligence was held in Prague.
As a consortium, they launched the OpenEurol.LLLM project for the development
of next-generation open large language models, supporting the development of
European capabilities in the field of artificial intelligence. The main coordinator
of the project is Charles University, headed by Professor Jan Haji¢ (CU Faculty
of Mathematics and Physics).

Brain Week - Limbic System — The Role
of the 'Emotional’ Brain

CALENDAR OF EVENTS IN 2025

Prestigious awards for the best students

01/04 Interesting scientific topics, great results in study or sport, as well

as society-wide activities and helping others are regularly recognised by the
top representative of Charles University. In April, Rector Milena Kralickova
bestowed the prestigious Rector’s Award, the Rector’s Extraordinary Award
and the Bolzano Prize on students in the Hall of Patriots.

Charles University celebrates
its 677th anniversary

07/04& On the occasion of its “birthday”, which CU perceives as

a space to support and recognise science at the University and
members of the academic community, the traditional Miloslav
Petrusek Award for representation and promotion of the University
and the Bedrich Hrozny Award for research activities were
bestowed. The event took place in the Great Hall of the Carolinum.

April 2025

- Me Warm

15/04 The aim of the

7th edition of the Exercise
Keeps Me Warm charity
run, which was included in
Konto Bariéry’s national
Run and Help project, was
to encourage the general
public to exercise and
contribute to a voluntary
financial collection to help
purchase sports prostheses
for three young athletes
called Kuba, Elen and Péta.
More than 350 participants,
who covered more than
2,000 km together, took
part in the event.

Fascinujici svét neurovéd predstavil nejnovéjsi objevy
a trendy ve vyzkumu mozku. V Didaktikonu zaznély pfednasky od
prednich odbornikti z 1. LF a 3. LF UK.V Hradci Kralové pro
§irokou verejnost prednasel Pavel Pdczo$ z Neurochirurgické kliniky
LF HK UK a FN HK.

Space Memorandum with the Ministry of Transport

2L /0L Charles University signed a memorandum with the Ministry of Transport of the Czech
Republic on mutual support and cooperation in the field of space research, with the aim of jointly
developing activities in the popularisation of science and education related to space research, while
supporting young people’s interest in studying fields related to space technologies and research.



Faculty of Arts launches the
ERA-AREAS project

The CU Faculty of Arts was successful in the
prestigious ERA Chair programme and launched
the ERA-AREAS project. By connecting
international teams in the newly established Centre
for Multidisciplinary Area Studies, it will support

comparative research of the regions of the globe and
at the same time strengthen the standing of the CU
Faculty of Arts as an important European centre for
area studies.
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University visited
by the President of
Ukraine

06/05 During his stay in the Czech
Republic, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky visited Charles
University and gave a lecture in

the Carolinum on the role of the
individual and personal decisions
in wartime and on the geopolitical
importance of Ukraine. The lecture
was followed by a lively discussion
with Ukrainian students at Charles
University and students of Ukrainian
Studies.

A Healthy Spirit in Healthy
Hradec

23/05 A Healthy Spirit in Healthy Hradec was
a preventive/awareness event held to mark the
8ooth anniversary of the founding of Hradec
Kralové and the 8oth anniversary of the Charles
University Faculty of Medicine in Hradec
Kralové. The faculty offered the public free
preventive examinations, expert consultations,
workshops and lectures on healthy lifestyle and
prevention of diseases of affluence.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS IN 2025

CU wins the HR Excellence in Research
Award again

Charles University became the first university in the
Czech Republic to win the prestigious HR Excellence in Research
Award, awarded by the European Commission, two years in a row.
Recognition through this award confirms the University’s long-term
efforts to foster a supportive, transparent and modern environment
for researchers and staff at all stages of their careers.

June 2025

Hlavka Prize for Spinal Neurology

Professor Ivana Stétkafova, Head of the Department of Neurology of the CU
3rd Faculty of Medicine and the Kralovské Vinohrady University Hospital, received the
Josef Hlavka Prize for scientific literature for 2024 in the field of medical sciences for her
work as main editor of the book Spinalni neurologie.

American prize for
educator Siska

Professor Jan Sigka (CU Faculty
of Education), an expert in education and
support for people with mental disabilities,
received a prestigious award from the
American Association on Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities in Washington,
D. C.
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July 2025

Global Conference on Memory Studies

The CU Faculty of Social Science co-organised the 9 annual conference of the
Memory Studies Association. The event attracted more than 1,200 academics, artists and activists
from almost 100 countries to Prague. Attendees discussed the memory of society and how it
responds to crises and subsequently recovers from them — both in the past and in the present.

Interest in the Summer School of Slavonic Studies continues

—14/08 The CU Faculty of Arts hosted the 68™ edition of the Summer School of Slavonic
Studies. The international educational event, which is organised by the Institute of Czech Studies
for Foreigners and Communication of the Deaf, was attended by 118 students from more than 30
countries around the world. The summer school, which focuses on teaching Czech language and
culture, is the oldest programme of its kind in the Czech Republic.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS IN 2025

Movement Prague 2025

26/08 The pilot year of the Movement Prague
2025 event confirmed the uniqueness of the CU
Faculty of Physical Education and Sport in the
field of vocational training. The programme,
consisting of an inspirational lecture and
discussion focused on pedagogical practice,
safety and the organisation of school sports
events, offered a wide range of workshops and
practical activities.

August 202

Vaccination reduces the return rate of
precancerous lesions

A wide-ranging study headed by Marek Petra§ (CU 3™ Faculty of Medicine)

showed that HPV vaccination significantly reduces the risk of recurrence of serious
precancerous changes in the cervix after their surgical removal. The study involved
10,000 women who had undergone a procedure known as conization. It confirmed
that vaccination helps, regardless of whether it is done before or after the procedure.
The study was published in the prestigious The Lancet Regional Health — Europe
journal.

Nobel laureate Ambros gives a lecture at
the CU Faculty of Science

26/08 Charles University was honoured by a visit by the 2024
winner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, Professor
Victor Ambros, who contributed to the discovery of a new way of
regulating gene expression using microRNAs. In the crowded Great
Geological Auditorium of the CU Faculty of Science, the Nobel
laureate gave a talk entitled “Development timers in a tiny worm”,
followed by a lively discussion with the audience.
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Two multimillion-Euro grants are heading to Charles

University

04/09 Charles University wins grants from the European Research Council (ERC) with applications
for research topics in the fields of bioengineering and law. The successful researchers were Andrea
Galisova from the CU 1st Faculty of Medicine and Jakub Drapal from the CU Faculty of Law.

In total, they received 3.4 million EUR. ERC Starting Grants support the independent careers of
outstanding fledgling researchers at the stage when they are creating their own research teams or
programmes.

Researcher’ Night — Wealth

26/09 This year’s edition
of Researchers’ Night was
on the topic of Wealth,

and Charles University
prepared events not only
at its home locations in
Prague (Albertov and the
Pilsen and Hybernska
Campuses), Hradec
Kralové (CU Faculty

of Pharmacy and the
Educational Centre of the
CU Faculty of Medicine in
Hradec Kralové) and Pilsen
(Café Regner), but also in
Karlovy Vary.

September 2025

New ECG technology
advances heart treatment

Following successful testing, ultra-high-frequency
ECG (UHF-ECG) obtained European CE
certification and was made available to medical
professionals in Czech and European hospitals.

The new technology allows doctors to see detailed
information about of cardiac activity, helping them to

better define treatment for patients with disorders of
cardiac electrical activity. A number of professional
workplaces helped to develop the patent-protected
innovation; these included the Department of
Cardiology of Vinohrady University Hospital and CU
3rd Faculty of Medicine.

Winners of FamelLab
science popularisation
competition announced

30/09 The winners of the Czech section of the
FamelLab international scientific popularisation
competition, which brings science closer to the
public in the form of stand-up outputs, were
announced in the Municipal Library in Prague.
Among the twelve finalists, Pavel Haman from
the CU Faculty of Mathematics and Physics
came third for his three-minute stand-up show
on the topic of computational neuroscience
entitled Seeing in Brain Language.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS IN 2025

Interest in studying at CU is growing

Seventeen faculties of Charles University were ready for
the start of the new academic year 2025/2026. Almost 29,000 new
students (about 2,000 more than last year) will start studying in
all study programmes in Prague, Pilsen and Hradec Kralové. New
features of study programmes included an electronic diploma,
international programmes and short-term micro-certificate courses.
Applicants for study at Charles University submitted a total of
70,785 applications (almost 500 more than in the previous year).

Doctorate for Garton Ash and support
of Donatio Universitatis Carolinae
Chair

Timothy Garton Ash received an honorary doctor honoris
causa degree from Charles University. The British writer has long
shaped the debate on European history, democracy and freedom of
speech. The event is also related to the success of the CU Faculty
of Arts in the selection procedure for funding from the Donatio
Universitatis Carolinae Chair, which facilitates the involvement of
international experts in research and teaching.

October 2025

Rectoral Election won by JiFi Zima

The Academic Senate of
Charles University elected the rector
for the period 2026 to 2030 in
the second round of the rectoral
election. The winner was Professor
Jifi Zima, an analytical chemist from
the CU Faculty of Science. Zima
received 40 votes in the second
round. The new rector will take
office on 1 February 2026 following
his appointment to the office by the
President of the Czech Republic. A
total of five persons applied for the
position of rector.




Universities honoured the
legacy of the student protests of 1939
and 1989 through commemorative
events at the memorial plaque on
Narodni tfida, the Hlavka Dormitory
and at VySehrad. The academic
community of Charles University
then met in the early evening in the
Great Hall of the Carolinum. The
Arnost z Pardubic Prize, the CU
Grant Agency Awards and the Cori
Awards were awarded as part of the
programme of events held to mark the
important dates. by

Freedom should not be taken for granted

November 202

President of Albania discusses possibilities for
cooperation

Bajram Begaj, the President of Albania, visited Charles University
during an official visit to the Czech Republic. After discussions with the
university management about possibilities for cooperation in education and
research projects, he held a discussion with students in the Hall of Patriots.

President of Poland holds lecture at CU

Charles University visited by the President of the Republic
of Poland, Karol Nawrocki. In the Carolinum, he first met with
the management of Charles University, with whom he discussed
possibilities for developing relations between universities in the
Czech Republic and Poland. The President then held a lecture for
students of Polish studies, Polish students at Charles University and
ambassadors from both European and non-European countries on
current issues in international politics.

Number one in the systematic prevention
and treatment of addictions

Experts from the Addictology Clinic of CU 1* Faculty of Medicine and the General Faculty
Hospital initiated a project entitled National Support for Addiction Screening (NPAS), which
aims to improve the treatment of addictions. A fundamental benefit of the NPAs project is the
systematic increase in the availability of tools for the prevention of risk behaviour. This will result in
the faster detection of the problem, and thus faster treatment.

22
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New EduVia secondary Honorary doctorates for prominent
school figures in medicine

01/12 The CU Faculty of Education in 02/12 Charles University bestowed the honorary degree of doctor
cooperation with the City of Prague founded honoris causa on Professors Béla Péter Merkely and Marc Van Ranst.
a new secondary school, known as EduVia. By Rector of Budapest Semmelweis University and leading cardiologist
signing the memorandum, Charles University Béla Péter Merkely is engaged in cooperation with the Cardiocentre
became a co-founder of the school. Classes will ~ of CU 3™ Faculty of Medicine and other medical faculties. Virologist
start on 1 September 2026. and epidemiologist from the Catholic University of Leuven, Marc

Van Ranst, teaches at the CU Faculty of Science.

Change the World Through Exercise: competition with a real impact

04/12 The CU Faculty of Physical Education announced the winners of this year’s Change the World Through Exercise
competition, which supports young innovators in the field of exercise, health and prevention. First place went to a team of
students from the Brno University of Technology for their Sporter project, second place to the representatives of the CU
Faculty of Physical Education and Sport, Tereza Stejskalova and EliSka Thompsonov4, for their Blind Baseball Czech pro-
ject, and the Study in Motion project by Natélie Subrtova from the CU Faculty of Medicine finished in third place.

December 2025

We will never forget

21/12 The academic community honoured the memory
of the victims of the shooting at the CU Faculty of Arts.
First, a benefit concert entitled Two Years After took
place in the Protestant Church of St Salvator; the concert
was organised by Ears for the Soul and United by Hope
associations together with the CU Faculty of Arts. In the
early evening, people gathered at the memorial shrine at
the monument on Jan Palach Square in Prague.

Professor Katerina Kralova
to sit on the ERC Research
Council

The ERC Research Council has six newly elected mem-
bers, one of whom is Katefina Kralova from the CU
Faculty of Social Sciences. This is the first time that
Charles University has ever been represented on the
ERC Research Council. The ERC Research Council is
the governing body that sets the funding strategy for this
leading European programme for the support of frontier
research.




¢ «
» L
\_
- -
~ \'ﬁv
*,
. -
. -
- - 7 51
“» - -
-5 [ : "'J"‘Il___‘/'
~
> - o prrsa 21X LY
~ “ .
¢ g gt STTTZF oy ?zo
‘e
- ¥ - )}1_5 {/
“a .

THE YEAR 2025
IN NUMBERS




CHARLES

9,458

employees

4,000 academic positions
(1,600 women ¢ 2,400 men))

1,395 research positions
(women 636 e men 759)

4,063 research positions
(women 636 e men 759)

Breakdown of all CU employees by
position*

Professor 6%

Associate Professor 9%

Assistant Professor 16 %

Assistant 5%

Lecturer 5%

other academic position 1%

Researcher 15 %

Other staff 43 %

* For ease of reading, the generic masculine is used in the table
and refers to both men and women.

55,291

total students
of which 34,651 women,

20,640 men,

bakaldrskeé

master's

follow-up master's

doctoral

international students

students on foreign-language
courses

students on joint/double/multiple
degree programmes

UNIVERSITY

72,792

applications submitted for all study
programmes

27 577 17 468
accepted registrations

961

study programmes

bachelor's

master's

follow-up master's

doctoral
Czech

English

German

Russian

French
Polish

Italian

joint/double/multiple degree

THE YEAR 2025 IN NUMBERS

3,670

incoming
2,582
outgoing

through student mobility
in the Erasmus+ programme

Top five countries incoming outgoing

Germany 384 620
Spain 131 421
Italy 245 297
France 203 489
Poland 84 243

10,184

graduates

employment rate of graduates half a year to one
year after graduation 98.2%

818 261

submitted accepted

projects of the Charles University
Grant Agency
(172 million CZK)

Placement of CU in selected
international ranking tables

265th place
QS World University Rankings

401st-500th place
Times Higher Education World University Rankings

301st-400th place
Academic Ranking of World Universities

242nd place
Best Global Universities

218th place
National Taiwan University Ranking

1,093

lifelong learning courses
and

34,799

participants

10,915

bed capacity of dormitories

310,116

main courses served at CU canteens

1.24 billion CZK
paid to students for scholarships

published by Karolinum Press

L 36

periodicals learning texts

129 120

monographs
and collections

e-publications
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Vice-Rector for Human Resour- Vice-Rector for International
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Mgr. et Mgr. Véra Jourova Berankova, Ph.D.
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Charles University
in the mobile app

-

The formal opening of the 2025/2026 academic
year was accompanied by the official launch
of the Charles University mobile app, a new
central tool intended for existing students and
applicants, teachers, and University staff.

The new app is available in both Czech

and English language versions from

1 October 2025. The goal of the app is

to make important university services
accessible and to provide clear information
in a single place through mobile devices.
By the end of 2025, the app had been
downloaded more than 15,000 times and its
functions utilised by 11,000 active users.

One of the most used functions — especially
by students — is the connection to the Study
Information System (SIS), which allows
users to display, for example, timetables,
study courses they are enrolled in, study
results, examination dates or enrolment for
exams.

The app also provides news from the
University and the faculties, an interactive
map, a user-friendly directory of other digital
services provided by Charles University,
and a section with practical information

for students and staff. At the end of 2025

a module connected to the library system,
which allows displaying current loans and
reservations, was added to the app.

From the very beginning, the app has also
been used to share important university-wide
information (grants, CU Point events) and
urgent current messages (e.g. assistance in
the event of a fire at the dormitories, etc.).

The app is a work in progress and it

is developed on an ongoing basis in
cooperation with external developers, the IT
department and other workplaces of Charles
University. One further key component

of the development of the mobile app is

the collection and evaluation of feedback
from users, which is used as a basis for
further modifications and the planning of
new functionalities. In the next period,

the attention of the team of creators will
focus mainly on the development of links
with university canteens, support for the
Buddy programme (which brings local and
international CU students together) and the
further improvement of the user experience
in both the Czech and English versions of
the app.

(Note: The mobile app can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play, where you
can provide feedback or report any problems and deficiencies.).
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